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Wages 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 
Matthew 20 
WO men went into the vineyard to 
work: 


One, a fellow prone to shirk, 

Who wagged his tongue at an even pace 
All day long in the market place, 

And took up his tools, at an urgent call, 
Only as dusk began to fall; 

The other, up with the lark from the dew, 
Sang his way through the morning’s blue, 
Labored under the noon’s hot ray, 
Bore the burden and heat of the day, 
Worked with a will from sun to sun 
Under the Master’s kind “Well done!” 


Two men drew at close of day 

What seemed at first the self-same pay: 

The one, exultant as he learned 

The wage his grudging hour had earned; 

The other, wondering, puzzled sore 

That he was not accorded more. 

But it seems to me the real reward 

Came to that company of the Lord 

Who toiled from dawn till the light grew 
dim, 

In close, sweet fellowship with Him. 


Lovers of Pleasure 

One sign of the closing days of this 
age is that men shall be “lovers of 
pleasures more than lovers of God” (2 
Tim. 3:4). That is an apt description 
of multitudes today. The homeward rush 
of commuters from the big cities which 
used to come at five and five-thirty now 
begins at four-thirty or even earlier. 
More and more places of business are 
closed all day Saturday. While the few 
are going to church and Sunday school 
in our suburban communities, they see 
the voluminous Sunday papers still lying 
on the lawns, waiting for the sleepy 
householders to come and get them and 
spend a good part of the day reading 
them. One business house, which ad- 
vertises in the subway, introduces an 
attractive advertisement of its services 
with the words, “More time for pleas- 
ure.” That should catch the eye of thou- 
sands. Wholesome recreation and pleas- 


ure are right in their proper place and 
time, but much of the world’s pleasure 
today is far from wholesome. It is detri- 
mental to health and morals, and wastes 
time and money. It is doubtless this 
mad desire to make time for pleasure, 
at all costs, that aggravates the stress 
and strain under which we are living. 
It puts too great a load into our short 
working hours. As Christians, let us 
guard against the inroads of this love 
of pleasure and ease for their own sake, 
and not be surprised if, in serving the 
Lord, we work more hours each week 
than the average man. Those who serve 
the Lord are laying up treasure in 
Heaven, and they serve a loving and 
merciful Heavenly Father, who “is not 
unrighteous to forget your work and 
labour of love” (Heb. 6:10). So, “let 
us not be weary in well doing: for in 
due season we shall reap, if we faint 
not” (Gal. 6:9). 


The Divine Order in Salvation 


“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 


it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast. 


For we 


are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:8-10). 


E FIND in this well-known pas- 

sage the divine order: “by,” 

“through,” and “unto.” It is 
very plainly stated, very manifestly set 
forth. Yet how many there are today 
who corrupt the order, and by so doing 
the promise is made “of none effect” 
(Gal. 3:17). Some do it “ignorantly in 
unbelief” (1 Tim. 1:13); others do it 
deliberately, putting the Word of God 
from them (Acts 13:46); and still others 
are deceived by the exceeding sinful- 
ness of sin (Rom. 7:11-13). In any case, 
the order is twisted, and that which 
God ordained to minister life they find 
to be unto death. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our 
transgressions from us” (Psa. 103: 
12). 




















First of all, God says that salvation 
is by grace: “For by grace are ye saved 
. .-’ Let us never forget that God 
puts grace first. Christendom as a whole 
is forgetting that these days. In the 
average pulpit the way of salvation has 
been so humanized by reason and vain 
philosophy that grace is last on the list. 
We hear so much of what we should 
do and so little of what God has done 
in Christ. When we challenge men and 
women about their right to call them- 
selves Christians, they speak well of 
themselves, but not a word of Him “who 
loved me, and gave himself for me” 
(Gal. 2:20). One is reminded of Amy 
Carmichael’s words in “Gold by Moon- 
light”: “The professing church, that 
strange travesty of the spiritual, where 
men praise him who doeth well to him- 
self.” 

Yes, grace heads the divine order be- 
cause salvation is God’s work. “For ye 
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet. for your 
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sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 
Man can add nothing to Christ’s work. 
As Dr. Pettingill says, “The cross, plus 
nothing, equals salvation.” Jesus said, 
“It is finished” (John 19:30). If we 
ever expect to enter Heaven, we must, 
with Him, say “finished.” God is a 
jealous God. He will not give His glory 
to another. 

“For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten son. . .”— that 
is the grace of God. “Christ died for 
our sins according to the scriptures. . .” 
(1 Cor. 15:3) —that is the great fact 
that makes our faith operative; the work 
which, when accepted, makes our works 
acceptable. What faith can compare 
with His faithfulness! What good works 
can measure up to His work! When we 
read in the Word of that which He has 
done, how truly we can repeat with the 
hymn writer: 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 

And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Faith is next in the divine order. God 
says that salvation is “by race... 
through faith; and that not of your- 
selves ...” Let us never forget that 
God puts faith second, not first and not 
‘last. When contrasted with works it is 
always placed first, but when contrasted 
with grace we do not find it so. God 
never says that salvation is “by faith 
through grace.” Paul put it correctly in 
Galatians 5:6, when he said: “For in 
Jesus Christ neither circumcision avail- 
eth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but 
faith which worketh by love.” “We 
love him, because he first loved us” (1 
John 4:19). We have “good hope 
through grace” (2 Thess. 2:16). 

It is just here, however, where so many 
fail. Realizing that faith involves some- 
thing on our part, the danger lies in 
seeking it within ourselves. We try to 
pump it up, to manufacture it, to make 
it a matter of self-effort. And by so 
doing we find ourselves placing the em- 
phasis on faith rather than on the grace 
of God. We have our eyes on the sub- 
ject rather than on the Object, which is 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. We get 
the idea that the truth of God’s Word is 
dependent Upon our faith in it— that it 
is established by our believing, rather 
than the holy and immutable charac- 
ter of God. And so we twist the divine 
order, exalting faith above the grace of 
God. 

Thank God, however, that the work 
of His Son is not made true by our 
believing; it is true and there we can 
believe it! No matter how much we 
disbelieve it, the Word of God is still 
gloriously “settled in heaven”! (Psa. 
119:89.) We are not saved by faith, we 
are saved by Jesus Christ. And faith 
is not something we can glory in be- 
cause we have found it within our- 
selves. Ah, no, even faith is “not of 
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yourselves,” says the Word. “Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God” (Rom. 10:17). Faith is 
merely our acceptance of that which 
He has done, and of the integrity of 
the Book of books, not something which 
we have found of virtue within our- 
selves about which we may boast. Our 
carnal minds cannot lay hold upon the 
Word, “Because the carnal mind is en- 
mity against God: for it is not subject 
to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be” (Rom. 8:7). “The natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
Even in this matter of faith we have to 
admit with Paul (and this is certainly 
true in the walk of a Christian as well 
as ene who would, become a child of 
God), “For I know Yhat in me (that is, 
in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing: 
for to will is present with me; but how 
to perf@m that which is good I find 
not” (Rom. 7:18). 

The divine order ends with works: 
“By grace are ye saved through faith 
... For we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we 
should walk in them.” 

Works are to be expected of believers, 
but they have no merit in the sight of 
God unless they are preceded by grace 
and faith. In their proper place they 
can bring unspeakable blessing; but 
when God’s order is reversed, they bring 
us under the curse, “for as many as 
are of the works of the law are under 
the curse” (Gal. 3:10). God does not 
say, “By works are ye saved.” The glory 
belongs to Him. “We are his work- 
manship.” We are His creation — “cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus.” God must first 
come into our hearts before we can 
work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling, “for it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do 
of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). 

The Christian who neglects to put on 
good works makes a sad mistake also. 
The grace of God, properly taught, as 
it is set forth in the Word, will always 
have good works as its end. “Faith 
alone,” as Martin Luther said, “will save 
the soul, but faith is never alone.” “For 
the grace of God that bringeth salva- 
tion hath appeared to all men, teaching 
us [grace is always the best teacher] 
that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present world; 
looking for that blessed hope...” 
(Titus 2:1]-13). Saving faith is never 
the result of works, but it never fails 
to make works its result: “We having 
the same spirit of faith, according as 
it is written, I believed, and therefore 
have I spoken; we also believe, and 
therefore speak” (2 Cor. 4:13). 

In Titus 3:8, Paul emphasized the 
value of works to the child of God when 
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he said, “This is a faithful saying, and 
these things I will that thou affirm con- 
stantly, that-they which have believed in 
God might be careful to maintain good 
works. These things are good and 
profitable unto men.” But let us never 
forget that what we do must always be 
in subjection to our faith in that which 
He has already done at Calvary. “They 
which have believed in God . . . main- 
tain good works.” He that works for 
salvation is a debtor to keep the whole 
law. He has no part with the grace of 
God. “Now to him that worketh is the 
reward not reckoned of grace, but of 
debt” (Rom. 4:4). And that no man 
can keep the law is evident, “for, the 


(Continued on page 772) 








Notes on Open Letters 





The Old Testament in the 
Time of Christ 


_ On page 620 (16) of the July 6th 

issue, nd the statement, “You see 
the Jews had only part of the Old 
Testament,” the writer telling of Jesus 
in the synagogue. 

I have always been taught that the 
Jews of Christ’s time had the entire 
Old Testament from Genesis to Mal- 
achi, inclusive, regarding all as the 
Word of God. This is the first time 
that anything else has appeared in the 
Times to my knowledge as an old sub- 
scriber. Please enlighten me.— A 
Brooklyn reader. 

The Brooklyn reader is correct. Dr. 
Ira Maurice Price, in his book entitled, 
“The Ancestry of Our English Bible,” 
published by The Sunday School Times 
Company in 1906, and now out of print, 
says: 

“Egypt had been the home of some 
Jews at least since early in the life of 
Jeremiah the prophet... . It is reported 
that in the times of the Ptolemies one- 
third of the population of Alexandria 
was Jewish. This large Jewish element 
was, of course, imbued with Greek cul- 
ture and civilization. . . . The require- 
ments of these very Jews brought about 
an event most important to Bible stu- 
dents—the translation of the Hebrew 
Old Testament into the Greek language, 
the adopted language of these Egyptian 
Jews. This is the first foreign tongue 
into which the Old Testament was trans- 
lated. . . . This translation became not 
simply the Bible of the Greek-speaking 
Jews of Alexandria and Egypt, but of 
all the Jews in the countries about the 
Mediterranean Sea, in the times ‘of 
Christ and in the early Christian cen- 
turies. It was the Old Testament of 
Paul and the apostles, and was in con- 
stant use by the church fathers in the 
first few centuries of the Christian 
church. .. . The work was done by dif- 
ferent men, extending over a period 
approximately 150 years, or from 285-130 
B. C.” (pages 50-52). 
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George Muller of Bristol 


A man who believed God 


Ts desire for success is alluring 
in any walk of life—in athletics 
or science, in business or a pro- 
fession. In whatever line men and 
women take an interest, there they seek 
power in order to achieve their ends. 
But many do not know the source and 
secret of power that insures success. 
They seek it through money or personal 
influence, through heredity or secular 
education. 

No man need be discouraged because 
he lacks any of these advantages. This 
has been proved in the lives of multi- 
tudes of men and women in all ages 
and in all walks of life, from the time 
of Abraham to the present. Many of 
the most’ successful merchants have be- 
gun life in poverty; some of the most 
learned scientists have been without 
early education, and those who became 
saints have been born in sin and even 
without helpful religious influences in 
early life. 

The inspired Psalmist gave the secret 
of success when he wrote: “God hath 
spoken once; twice have I heard this; 
that power belongeth unto God.” 

Here lies the secret of what made 
George Miiller known all over the world 
as a man who knew God as a living God, 
One who truly hears and answers prayer, 
One who gives real success in spite of 
apparent handicaps and in the face of 
great difficulties. 

Would not every pastor, every teacher, 
every parent, every Christian wish to 
know this secret, which was revealed to 
George Miiller, and is open to all? For 
over sixty years this man proved from 
experience that God is a prayer-hear- 
ing and prayer-answering God. He has 
told the secret for all who really wish 
to know and to put it to the test. Mul- 
titudes have learned from his experi- 
ence, even though they have not imi- 
tated his methods. He did not advise 
them to do so, but he earnestly urged 
all to follow the same Way that he 
had found so rewarding. 


An Unpromising Beginning 

George Miiller was not trained to a 
life. of faith and prayer. As.a young 
man he knew practically nothing of the 
Bible and up to the age of twenty-one 
had never seen anyone kneel in prayer. 
He was born in Kroppenstaedt, Ger- 
many, on September 27, 1805. His par- 
ents were nominal Christians, and his 
father wished to have his son study 
for the Lutheran ministry, but only as 
a profession. George would have been 
called “a bad boy,” for he did many 
evil things. He confesses to stealing 


By DELAVAN PIERSON 


Like Hudson Taylor, George Miiller’ 
was a living example of what God 
can do with a man who yields all 
to Him and trusts Him fully. His 
name is well known, but doubtless 
the facts of his life are not so 
familiar to most Christians. There- 
fore this biographical sketch, which 
is one of the series that Mr. Pier- 
son is doing this year for the Times, 
will prove both interesting and 
stimulating. Concerning the Or- 
phanages today, Mr. Pierson writes: 
“The work of the Miiller Orphan- 
ages was carried on by his son-in- 
law James Wright for seven years 
after George Miiller’s death, and 
later by Mr. G. Fred Bergen and 
others with like faith and devotion. 
While the recent world war and 
changed conditions have somewhat 
lessened the need for so large a 
work, the orphan houses were not 
destroyed by the bombing of Bristol. 
Although nearly all of the 400 win- 
dows in the buildings were broken, 
not a child nor a worker was in- 
jured. During the year 1944, $20,000 
was received in support of the work, 
and it still goes on under the care of 
our Heavenly Father. 








money from his parents and others, to 
drinking and gambling with evil com- 
panions, and to forgery. He even stole 
a part of the money given to him to 
take to his confirmation in the Church. 
He even lived in sin while he was pre- 
paring for the Christian ministry. 

And yet this lad, with so unpromis- 
ing a beginning, became one of the out- 
standing and most influential Christians 
of his day. He was always poor in this 
world’s goods, yet he established large 
orphanages in which 2,000 children were 
cared for at one time. He was several 
times very ill, apparently unto death, 
and yet he lived to be nearly ninety- 
three years of age. He never was or- 
dained in the Lutheran ministry, and 
yet he was the means of sending out 
hundreds of missionaries and established 
a society that scattered millions of tracts 
and Christian books. 

The secret of success that this man 
discovered has been put into practice 
by thousands of Christians in all walks 
of life. Only a few have become widely 
known for their similar successful ven- 
tures of faith—men and women like 
William Quarrier of Scotland, Thomas 
Barnardo 6f London, D. L. Moody of 
North America, Ishii of Japan, Francke 
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of Germany, Robert McAll of France, 
Hudson Taylor of China, and William 
and Catherine Booth of England. 

Like other great enterprises which 
show God’s handiwork, the “Miiller Or- 
phariages” of Bristol, England, did not 
come into existence full-grown, with a 
large and efficient organization, a plen- 
tiful supply of funds, with many friends, 
and an efficient staff of workers. The 
work began with a seed sown in one 
man’s heart, a living seed planted by~ 
God, nourished by man under the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. As a result God 
gave the increase. The servant was 
clearly called and prepared for the 
work and the need was real. 

The great change came in George 
Miiller, to prepare him for his life work, 
when he was a student, twenty-one 
years of age. He was still a godless 
youth — but was dissatisfied with his 
self-centered life. One evening he was 
invited by a fellow student to attend 
a meeting in the home of Johannes Wag- 
ner of Halle. For the first time Miiller 
found himself in a company of happy, 
singing, Bible-reading, praying Chris- 
tians. He saw evidences of a peace and 
joy such as the pleasures of the world 
had never given him. That evening 
the young man’s eyes were only half 
opened, so that he saw “men as trees 
walking,” but he began to fight against 
the temptations to which he had thus 
far too readily yielded. At that time 
he was seeking to earn money by trans- 
lating an immoral French novel, and his 
first conscious act of self-denial for con- 
science sake was to destroy the manu- 
script. Following the light he had re- 
sulted in his seeing more light. His 
next step was to begin to read the Bible 
as God’s Book. There he discovered the 
message of the Gospel. He continued 
to attend the meetings at Mr. Wagner’s 
house, and soon, like the prodigal son, 
surrendered to the love of God _ as re- 
vealed in Christ. 


The Awakening of Missionary Zeal 


For a time Miiller continued his studies 
for the Lutheran ministry, but with a 
new purpose. He began to read some 
missionary journals that fell into his 
hands, and felt a desire to devote his 
life to taking the Gospel of Christ to 
others. The story of one cultured and 
wealthy young man, who gave up all 
to’ go as a missionary to the Jews of 
Poland, greatly stirred his soul and led 
him to ask his father’s permission to 
train for similar missionary service. 
This request was refused, and, as a re- 
sult, the young man took another step 
in faith and decided to surrender all 
claim on his earthly father for support 
and to depend wholly on God to supply 
his needs, But Miiller had not yet learned 
the secret of such dependence according 
to the will of God. He essayed to secure 
money by the purchase of a lottery ticket, 
promising himself that if he drew a prize 
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he would take it as a sign that God 
wished him to go as a missionary. He 
won a small sum in the lottery and ap- 
plied to the Berlin Missionary Society 
for a commission, but was refused. 

Young Miiller was disappointed but 
not discouraged. He continued to study 
for the ministry and to witness for 
Christ as opportunity offered. He was 
truly seeking to know and follow the 
will of God. 

Then came the next step that indi- 
cated God’s guidance and preparation 
for his life work. He took lodgings in 
the orphanage established by a man of 
God, August H. Francke in Halle. Here 
he saw the results of prayerful, sacri- 
ficial Christian work for neglected chil- 
dgen. Again he offered himself as a 
missionary to the Jews and was sent 
to England to prepare for service under 
the London Society for Giving the Gos- 
pel to the Jews. In London he studied 
as much as twelve hours a day until his 
health broke down, but during that time 
he became acquainted with a devout 
Christian, Henry Craik, with whose faith 
and ideals he felt in deep sympathy. 


Beginning the Work for Orphans 

In 1832 Craik, who was one of the 
Brethren, left London for Bristol and 
soon invited Miiller to join him there. 
These two worked together for over 
twenty years. A small group of seven 
Brethren formed a congregation to which 
the two men ministered. A small hall 
was rented, with the stipulation that all 
seats should be free, that the work 
would be supported by voluntary offer- 
ings, and that the ministers should re- 
ceive no stated salary. Later Bethesda 
Chapel was secured, and the work grew 
to include four congregations with 
twelve hundred members. All came 
about through the simple preaching of 
the Gospel, faithful Bible exposition, 
and personal Christian life and testi- 
mony.’ : 

At this time George Miiller was twen- 
ty-nine years of age, and he had not 
yet started on his great life work. He 
read the life of Francke of Halle, and 
was deeply impressed by the story of 
how God had blessed his work for or- 
phan children. Miiller began to con- 
sider the need of British orphans and 
decided to open his own home to them 
if God would provide the necessary 
funds. He had no stated salary and-no 
resources other than his Heavenly 
Father, but he and his wife made the 
subject a matter for definite prayer. 
The first answer came in a small gift 
of one shilling. Later a poor needle- 
woman brought one hundred pounds 
that she had received as a legacy. Money 
was thus provided to start the work, 
but Miiller had not as yet asked for 
orphans and none had applied. Now 
he asked God to send orphans, if the 
work was according to His will. The 
next day the first application came to 
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receive an orphan, and in five weeks 
twenty-six children had been received, 
with more expected daily. 


From the first Miiller had made it: 


known that no solicitation for funds 
would be made to men, but only to God. 
There was also need for suitable workers 
to care for the childten. This, tod, was 
made the subject for prayer, and a 
woman offered herself for the position. 
The principle had been adopted that no 
workers were to be accepted except 
fully qualified and surrendered Chris- 
tians who were willing to come without 
promise of a stated salary. All con- 
nected with the Orphanage were to 
serve on the same basis, depending on 
God to supply every need. Another 
principle adopted was that no debt 
should be incurred, but that money 
should be spent orily as God showed 
His will by supplying the need. Still 
another principle was that the Word 
of God should be studied and adopted 
as the revelation of His will, and ear- 
nest, united believing prayer would be 
practiced as the means for discovering 
that will, before any new step was 
taken. 

What a transformation would be made 
in Sunday schools, churches, and other 
Christian work today if similar prin- 
ciples and methods were adopted by 
pastors, superintendents, teachers, and 
other workers—if all efforts were di- 
rected to win others to Christ and build 
them up in faith and life; if ne work 
were undertaken without definite, con- 
tinued prayer to know and to do God’s 
will; if earnest intercession were made 
for opportunities for service (including 
pupils and new members); if no worker 
was accepted who was not truly called 
to consecrated and sacrificial service; if 
the Bible were accepted as the Word of 
God and its teachings as the final author- 
ity; if no burden of debts were incurred, 
but there was full dependence on God 
for support; if the reliance was on the 
leading and power of the Holy Spirit; 
and if glory were given to God for all 
success achieved. 


Nothing Too Small for God 


In George Miiller’s mind no matter 
was too small or too great to bring be- 
fore God in prayer—the purchase of 
property, the supply of food for each 
daily meal; the writing of letters and 
reports; the making of a journey or the 
care of luggage. He was not disturbed 
when his plans seemed to be frustrated, 
for his one desire was to discover and 
follow the will of God. Many times he 
discovered that his Heavenly Father had 
delayed answer or had denied a request 
in order that His servants might learn 
a needed lesson or that He might give 
a greater blessing. 

One of Miiller’s comments was: 
“Where true faith in God begins, anxiety 
ends; where anxiety begins, faith ends.” 

His tested method for ascertaining the 
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will of God has been widely quoted and 
adopted by many. Miiller always found 
this method effective: 

1. To have no will of my own, apart 
from the will of God. 

2. To learn the mind of the Spirit by 
earnest study of the Word of God. 

3. Consider providential circumstances 
‘that may indicate God’s will. 

4. Pray earnestly and believingly to 
God to reveal His will. 

5. Follow the light God gives to the 
best of my ability and trust Him 
to give peace and blessing in the 
course adopted. ‘ 

George Miiller believed that since he 

was definitely engaged in the work of 
God, he did not need to be anxious, nor 
to beg men to give money for its sup- 
port. For over sixty years God honored 
his faith and practice. 


His Methods for Bible Study 


Never was a man more diligent and 
faithful in Bible study. He adopted the 
habit of George Whitefield, the great 
evangelist, of reading the Bible on his 
knees and then laying all problems and 
plans before God for His approval, re- 
jection, or alteration. He said: “The 
Word of God is the one standard of 
judgment in spiritual things. That 
Word can be explained only by the 
Spirit of God in answer to earnest, be- 
lieving prayer.” He read the Bible rev- 
erently, every day — often twenty times 
in one year —anhd expressed the follow- 
ing convictions concerning methods for 
effective Bible study: 

1. Read the Bible regularly and sys- 

tematically, both fhe Old and the 
New Testaments. 

2. Read prayerfully to seek the mind 
of the Spirit. . 

3. Meditate on the truth so that it 

» may be applied to your need. 

4. Read in faith, not critically, but to 
discover the revealed Word of God 
—His promises, warnings, com- 
mands, and work. 

5. Put into practice what He teaches. 
“If any man will do his will, he 
shall know,” said Jesus. 

George Miiller did not pattern his life 
and work on any other human model. 
He believed that God had called him to 
a definite service and would demonstrate 
through him that the Heavenly Father 
is a living God, the Almighty prayer- 
hearing and prayer-anhswering God, who 
is faithful to His promises and can be 
counted on to care for His workers and 
His work. 

On _numberless occasions this was 
clearly proved in Miiller’s experience 
as they are recorded in his detailed 
reports of “The Lord’s Dealings with 
George Miiller” and in the inspiring 
stories of his life. On one occasion 


where there were no supplies in hand 
for the day’s need, and no funds to 
feed the orphans, George Miiller and 
hie co-workers laid the matter before 
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“God. Before breakfast a gentleman 


called and left a gift that provided the 
food. Later the donor said that he had 
walked toward the orphanage, intending 
to make a. gift, but had decided that 
it was tao early in the morning to call 
and so continued to his office. But be- 
ing impressed to make the gift at once, 
he returned to the orphanage, and so 
the need was supplied. Mr. Miiller’s 
only comment was: “That is just like 
my gracious Heavenly Father.” 

Five large orphan houses were built 
at Ashley Downs, near Bristol, at a cost 
of $8,000,000. At one time they housed 
over 2,000 orphans and had a staff of 112 
teachers and other helpers. The annual 
amount required to support the work 
was often as high as $130,000. There 
was never a lack to supply vital needs, 
without appeals to men, even when, for 
three years, no report was published. 

Miiller’s efforts were not confined to 
preaching in Bethesda Chapel, or to car- 
ing for thousands of orphans. He also 
saw the world-wide need for Christ and 
His Gospel and established the “Scrip- 
ture Knowledge Institution” by which 
millions of tracts and copies of the 
‘Scripture were distributed at home and 
abroad. While he himself was hindered 
from. becoming a missionary to the 
heathen, he was the means of sending 
out many missionaries and visited forty- 
two countries to preach the Gospel and 
strengthen believers. 

After over sixty-five years of effective, 
consecrated service, George Miiller en- 
tered into rest at the age of ninety-two, 
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in Bristol on March 10, 1898. The night 
before he “fell asleep in Christ,” he 
conducted a prayer meeting at the or- 
phanage. The news of his departure 
spread around the world to hundreds of 
thousands whose lives he had been used 
to bless. The funeral service in Be- 
thesda Chapel was crowded, multitudes 
lined the road as the procession passed, 
and the 2,000 orphans wept as they re- 
alized that they had lost a loving friend 
and benefactor. 

The secret of George Miiller’s success? 
His testimony to the secret of effective 
power shows that the same secret is 
open ‘to all God’s children: 

1, Entire and joyful surrender to the 
will of God as it is revealed; to 
patiently wait when the way is 
obscure. 

2. Confident trust in God’s faithful ful- 
fillment of His promises. 

3. Diligent study of the Word of God. 

4. Constant prayer—importunate but 

~ not impatient. 

5. Obedience to God’s will and avoid- 
ance of all worldly compromises. 

6. Continual praise to God, both for 
what He has done and for what 
He will do. 

7. Wholehearted devotion to Christ as 
the Son of God and the only Sav- 
iour of both young and old who 
yield themselves to Him. (Miil- 
ler strongly emphasized redemp- 
tion through the death of Christ 
on the cross.) 

Montciair, N. J. 


Consistency in Church Membership 


The progressive revelation in God's Word as to the believer's fellowship 


HE great issue of consistency in 

church membership faces Protestants 
of almost every denomination in our 
land. It must be faced as an individual 
responsibility. Each one must patiently 
and prayerfully and very honestly ask, 
as did Saul of Tarsus, “Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do?” 
' Hew do we regard membership in any 
church? One’s membership may be held 
very lightly by some; their loyalty to 
religious convictions may come first, 
whether liberal or conservative. Fam- 
ily and social ties may mean very little. 
Others will hold denominational loyalty 
as first; “born a Quaker, always a 
Quaker”; “once a Methodist, always a 
Methodist”; like some Jews, they could 
“never go back on their religion.” Fam- 
ily ties may be very strong, strong 
enough to hold one to a church group 
irrespective of the doctrines preached, 
There are others who may be in be- 
tween these in their convictions. Some 
hold to a denomination because of some 
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appointment to office, which they prefer 
not to sacrifice. 

After facing these issues for ten years 
before resigning a life-long membership 
among Quakers, I would like to state 
what I believe are the spiritual prin- 
ciples upon which one may ascertain 
the will of God as to membership as 
it relates to Christian doctrine. The 
written Word of God, illumined by the 
Spirit of God, must be the believer’s 
guide. Most consistent church members 
will agree to this. 

As one studies the New Testament, 
it is evident that there is progressive 
revelation; the Epistles throw more light 
upon that which is revealed in primary 
fashion in the Gospels. It is declared 
that the Christian faith will be a minor- 
ity movement, never very popular. It 
will face persecution and ridicule and 
“tribulation”; it will lose some of its 
half-hearted followers; the time will 
come when “they,” the religious peo- 
ple generally, “will not endure sound 
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doctrine,” and many will fall away from 
real loyalty to the truth. This only con- 
firms the warning of Christ himself, 
“When [at the end of this age of grace] 
the Son of man cometh [again] shall 
he find [the] faith on the earth?” Not 
in, any large unified measure, is the 


implied answer, and this is confirmed 
by all the Epistles. 


Now we note further there is prog- 
ress in’ the Epistles. The Apostle Paul 
wrote about fourteen years, from A.D. 
54 probably, to about A.D. 67 or 68. In 
the early Epistles to the Thessalonians 
and the Galatians, he declares “the 
faith,” and warns that any who try to 
propagate any other “gospel” are ac- 
cursed. To the Romans he: warns (Rom. 
16:17, 18) that believers are to “mark 
them” that, in matters of doctrine, lead 
the innocent astray. To the Corinthians 
(2 Cor. 6:14, 17) about A.D. 59, Paul 
urged that believers should not be “un- 
equally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers,” but be wholly separate from 
them. Again about A.D. 62 he wrote 
to the Philippians (Phil. 3:17-19) to 
“mark” those who are the “enemies of 
the cross of Christ.” 


Just here it is well to note what are 
the simplest elements of faith concern- 
ing Christ, which these enemies will 
reject. What is the least common de- 
nominator of true faith in the cross of 
Christ? We would say one must con- 
fess, first, the absolute deity of Jesus 
Christ, the unique Son of God as well 
as his perfect humanity. Second, His 
death on the cross was an atonement for 
the sins of the world, “the just for the 
unjust”; His blood was shed for the re- 
mission of our sins; third, the bodily 
resurrection of Christ “out from among 
the dead,” was with eternal significance 
for all who will trust in Him. Any 
who reject or neglect any of these three 


. foundation truths are not true believers 


in a New Testament sense. It grieves 
the Holy Spirit not to give at least this 
much pre-eminence to the Lord Jesus! 

Now notice that Paul admonishes 
Titus, about A.D. 66 or 67, “an heretic 
after the first and second admonition 
reject” (Titus 3:10). After clearly stat- 
ing the truth concerning “the grace 
of God,” that our salvation is received 
not by works, but by grace through 
faith and the operation of the Holy 
Spirit on the basis of Christ’s merits, 
he frankly states that a heretic who de- 
nies this truth is to be rejected. Occa- 
sionally this has been done to purge 
the church membership. But the apos- 
tasy has now become so general during 
the past twenty years, it has been well 
nigh impossible. (During the last decade 
some evangelical Baptists in New York 
State tried to reject some heretical 
liberals, but were outvoted and thus 
failed. The consistent ones then re- 
signed from that Northern Baptist fel- 
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lowship which tolerated the unbelief, 
and became independent.) 

When the aged Apostle Paul writes 
o his son in the faith, Timothy, he 
- leads that “the name of God and his 
doctrine” be honored, but “if any man 

for church group] teach otherwise,” 
they are condemned as proud, without 
true knowledge. The King James Ver- 
sion adds, “from such withdraw thyself” 
(1 Tim, 6:1-5). The principle of action 
recommended is to step out from the 
unbelieving and apostate group. 


Unbelief Not To Be Tolerated 


In. his final Epistle, the second to 
Timothy, after definitely naming two 
who have erred, Paul rebukes others 
who have erred concerning the truth, 
and argues that people are like vessels, 
“some to honour, and some to dishon- 
our”; but to be a vessel unto honor “fit 
for the master’s use,” a man must 
“purge himself from these” — separation 
from the evils of unbelief is clearly 
emphasized (2 Tim. 2:16-21). 

There is certainly no place allowed 
for toleration of unbelief in all these 
inspired writings of the great mission- 
ary apostle. No wonder that modern 
Liberals do not like the writings of Paul. 
First century Christians were expected 
to be consistent in their public testi- 
mony before the world; they were to 
“hold fast the form of sound words.” 

If one should try to argue that Peter 
made no such plea for discrimination, 
we can at least observe that he warned 
that there “shall be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that 
bought them” (2 Pet. 2:1). - It is just 
this concept that Modernism hates — that 
we are dependent upon God’s grace as 
Christ’s purchased possession. As Paul 
writes, “Ye are not your own, for ye 
are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19, 
20; 7:23), and, as the Apostle Peter 
writes, we are “redeemed ... with the 
precious blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18, 
19). All this is repugnant and very dis- 
tasteful to the Liberals. But to reject 
these revelations as to redemption in 
Christ is really heresy according to the 
New Testament, and this utterly con- 
demns all Modernism. 

Finally, let us note what was written 
late in the first century by the Apostle 
John, called the “apestle of love.” He 
knew the Lord Jesus more intimately 
than any, and he demonstrated the grace 
of God, which changed him from one 
of the “sons of thunder,” t the writer 
of the Epistle that repeatedly affirms 
that God is love. He revealed that God’s 
love was manifest int the sacrifice of 
the Son, and that we should love and 
trust Him, and also love one another “in 
deed and in truth” (1 John 3:16-18). In 
First John 4:1-3, we are exhorted to “be- 
lieve not every spirit, but try the spirits 
whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


world.” He emphasizes the deity of 
Christ and that His death is a “pro- 
pitiation for our sins” (4:10), and that 
any spiritual life we have, is in God’s 
Son. “He that believeth not God hath 
made Him a liar; because he believeth 
not the record that God gave of his Son” 
(1 John 5:10, 11). It may not sound 
very loving, but it is at least logical 
and consistent for John to argue thus. 
Why should we question or repudiate 
the facts of history and the revelation 
which God has given concerning His 
Son? Men may doubt it if they wish, 
but they are indirectly calling God a 
liar. There is no other revelation to 
consider. 

But the final and strongest word comes 
from the pen of the apostle of Patmos 
in his second Epistle, verses 10 and 11. 

e warns again against deceivers who 
make no full and honest confession of 
Christ, and says very pointedly, “If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: for 
he that biddeth him God speed is par- 
taker of his evil deeds.” Faith and be- 
havior are here closely linked together 
To tolerate the denial of such true doc- 
trine is an evil deed and the consistent 
believer must separate from any such 
compromise in his membership. 


Matters of Primary Doctrine 

This is the revelation of Scripture, and 
and in-this day of good will among 
people of differing faiths it may sound 
harsh and severe. We may try to rea- 
son away its judgment, but it is just 
that sort of false tolerance which has 
given encouragement to more and more 
apostasy in the larger denominations. 
It is well that we show tolerance toward 
others in matters of form of. worship 
which are secondary. Various sects 

. Should be able to get along together in 
the same town. But we tolerate mixed 
marriages, and condone the establishing 
of homes where a husband may be an 
atheist or a Unitarian, and the wife may 
be evangelical and a Bible believer. 
These are matters of primary doctrine, 
and to compromise is contrary to the 
will of God. He does not approve. 

One might say that the Bible says 
nothing about church membership, as 
such. Quite true, but it says that if we 
trust in Christ for all He claims to be, 
then we are members of His Church 
— His body—and we are to make our 
public profession of membership con- 
sistent with that heavenly position, and 
we are not to be “unequally yoked with 
unbelievers.” 

- Now what about maintaining a mem- 
bership in a denomination that has prac- 
tically repudiated the Bible faith as to 
the Son of God and His Gospel? Or 
what of a local church that keeps sound 
in the faith, but whose denominational 
headquarters has gone Modernist? Do 
not the same principles hold good? This 
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may be hard to see by one who takes 
his membership lightly and thinks that 
his church standing is only between 
himself and his Lord. It is true that 
God doesn’t judge a man as to salva- 
tion, by his membership. But other 
Christians and the world will judge a 
person by just that loyalty. If the mem- 
bership is listed, for instance, as one 
of the associated churches of the Fed- 
eral Council of .Churches of Christ in 
America, then Dr. Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick, and other such Liberals, are his 
mouthpieces to the world at large, and 
his membership, if not his actual money 
is supporting their brand of heresy. “For 
if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
who shall prepare himself to the battle?” 
is a serious question, and implies a good 
principle. The very uncertainty of the 
testimony of many denominations during 
the past decade, and their inclusive 
policy as to Liberals or Conservatives 
among their missionaries, and their 
“either-or” attitude in matters of doc- 
trine, has sold them out to unbelief 
and has weakened their multiplying 
ministry. Church surveys uniformly 
show that such Modernism is sterile. 
A recent commentator, writing about 
the ancient “Quisling’” named Tobiah, 
whom Nehemiah found intrenched with- 
in the very walls of the Temple at Jeru- 
salem and whom he had to evict, writes, 
“Is it not true today that the Christian 
church and Christian people are support- 
ing men in their institutions who, by 
their own confession hate God, and do 
everything they can to’ destroy faith in 
the Christian religion?” Yes it is true, 
very true. Then in a note, D. L. Moody 
is quoted as having declared, “God being 
my helper, I will never own fellowship 
with a man who denies the deity of 
my God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, or 
sneers at His atonement.” But the Fed- 
eral Council’s leaders make such denials, 
and it claims in its fellowship, thousands 
of church leaders who are making just 
this compromise. We doubt if God could 
ever be their helper in such decision. Are 
they not lulled to sleep by a lying spirit 


from the deceiver of men’s souls? Their . 


membership is a vote for the enemy of 
Christ. They may believe in “justifica- 
tion,” but fail in Scriptural “separation.” 


Satan’s Method of Confusion 


This is Satan’s method to deceive and 
lead astray those who are “ignorant of 
his devices.” Thus he promotes confusion 
among the church people. The great 
Chicago Christian, Henry P. Crowell, 
saw these issues before his death. Would 
that other such leaders who are still 
“staying in” with compromise would fol- 
low his example. 

To guard against deception and pro- 
crastination as to consistent membership 
for believers, one very much needs the 
wisdom and urge of the Holy Spirit. One 
may acknowledge the logic and truth of 


/ (Continued-on page 772) 
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Blessings at English Keswick 


Earthly clouds and heavenly sunlight at the 
great convention in England's lake country 


After visiting the work of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, Mr. Jaeger 
returned to London, from which 
point his narrative picks up the 
thread of his travels on Saturday, 
July 13. 


SPECIAL train has been arranged 

for Keswick and I am in a compart- 
ment with two women and three young 
men, two of whom are students at Spur- 
geon College, preparing for the min- 
istry. It was a long journey, exactly 
302 miles, but was quite interesting, 
passing through many busy cities and 
towns, and toward midafternoon enter- 
ing the mountainous section of Britain. 
These mountains are not very high, 
none exceeding 4,000 feet, and for the 
most part very bare of trees, thus be- 
coming good grazing ground for the 
many sheep that live in these Isles. The 
weather had been very beautiful all 
last week in Belgium, and I was hoping 
for a continuation of it for the week at 
Keswick. But as we neared the lake 
region the clouds multiplied and be- 
came very angry looking, aid my com- 
partment companions remarked that we 
were no doubt due for the usual Kes- 
wick weather. It seems that year after 
year the convention holds forth in rainy 
weather. 


Mr. and Mrs. Foster were at the sta- 
tion to take me up to the speakers’ 
hotel— The Manor House—and before 
long I am shaking hands with Dr. Barn- 
house, who has preceded me by a few 
minutes, and from whom I have been 
separated for about nine days. Donald 
and I sit down to dinner with the Fos- 
ters, after I have met the speakers and 
leaders of the convention, including the 
very efficient and charming Mr. W. H. 
Aldis, chairman of the Keswick Coun- 
cil and of the convention, and former 
home director, now home director emeri- 
tus of the China Inland Mission. Other 
dinner associates include the Rev. Guy 
H. King, vicar of Christ Church, Beck- 
enham; the Rev. H. W. Cragg, vicar of 
St. James Church, Carlisle; the Rev. 
James Dunlop, Oldpark Presbyterian 
Church of Belfast, Ireland; the Rev. 
Gordon Guinness, vicar of Church of 
England at Tunbridge Wells; the Rev. 
K. H. Hooker, vicar of St. Philip and St. 
Jacob Church, Bristol; the Rev. A. T. 
Houghton, of the B.C.M.S.; the Rev. 
Colin C. Kerr, prebendary of St. Paul’s, 
Portman Square, London; the Rev. W. 
W. Martin, retired; the Rev. Ronald J. 
Park, Muswell Hill Baptist Church; Dr. 
W. Graham Scroggie; Mr. Fred Mitchell, 
home director of the China Inland Mis- 
sion; the Rev. W. H. Rowdon, vicar of 
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St. Paul’s, Cambridge; and the wives 
of some of these men. 


Our first meeting was scheduled for 
8.15 p.m., and the time arrived for our 
walk to the tent. A great tent, with a 
seating capacity of 4,000, was erected on 
a new concrete floor. At one of the 
sides a platform was situated and over 
the pulpit, in large, bright red letters, 
the words, “All One in Christ.” I made 
my way to the platform, where I was 
to sit during the convention. The peo- 
ple came pouring in, and soon about 3,500 
had gathered and, with the singing of 
“Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven,” 
this great convention resumed its life 
after six years of silence—not exactly 
silence, because, in London, through 
those dreadful war years, the Keswick 
message has been sounded out each year, 
and has proved to be a great blessing 
to many people who were hard pressed 
with the terrible things happening all 
around them. The singing was good, 
without a leader, but with the careful 
and expert playing of the Rev. Geoffrey 
Lester, curate of St. Peter’s, London, 
assisted by F. V. L. Groghegan. 


Mr. Aldis presided, and I was thrilled 
to hear him announce that Psalm 145, 
one of my favorite passages, would be 
read responsively. After prayers by the 
Rev. Guy King and Dr. Scroggie, Mr. 
Aldis opened the convention with a 
word of greeting, reviewing past bless- 
ings, invoking God’s gracious continua- 
tion of big things to be done. Before 
he closed it was very evident that God’s 
presence was in the midst. 

Then came the first message — they 
call them addresses over here—by the 
dear seventy-seven-year-old Rev. W. W. 
Martin, -an old-timer on the Keswick 
platform, and who has been set aside 
from active pastoral duties owing to 
ill health. He is a deeply spiritual man 
and sounded out a note that was at the 
onset convicting and promised good 
things to follow. He told newcomers to 
Keswick of its purpose, making clear 
that it was not a convention that would 
embrace the whole realm of Christian 
teaching, but would deal with one phase, 
namely, sin and victory over sin. The 
emphasis would be on the individual 
and would seek to lead those present 
into what the Bible calls “perfect” or 
“full-grown” manhood, and to promote 
practical Christian holiness by faith. 
You can well imagine how a Spirit- 
filled, lovable, kind thampion of the 
Gospel could deal with an expansion 
of these major considerations. He did 
it well, and the rain which fell heavily 
on the tent seemed to applaud his utter- 
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ances. He brought the meeting to a 
close with prayer. 


July 14 


A very miserable day from the 
weather standpoint—rainy and chilly. 
I went to the tent for morning worship 
where Donald was to preach. All the 
other preachers were to speak in the 
various churches. I was called on for 
prayer. At $.30 a.m. a broadcast of sing- 
ing, interspersed with pithy comments 
by Aldis was put on in the tent, which 
was crowded. The Rev. Mr. Lester did 
a beautiful job in training the congrega- 
tion into a choir with a half hour’s in- 
tensive practice. It was raining and 
was cold. I sat on the platform with 
my overcoat on, and even then was 
chilly, and, by the time I went to bed, 
my throat was scratchy. 


July 15 


Awakening with pains in my chest, a 
scratchy throat, and pouring rain, I de 
cided to stay in bed and go on a fruit 
juice diet, with regular doses of aspirin. 
I got plenty of juice, and everyone was 
most kind and solicitous. 


July 16 


By the careful prompt treatment and 
the Lord’s goodness to me, I am feeling 
much better, and so decide to get up and 
attend meetings, in spite of the fact that 
it is still raining. The Rev. Guy King 
continued a masterful series of addresses 
in the Bible reading hour at 10 am., 
which is the outstanding feature of the 
convention. This particular hour is to 
carry the burden of giving emphasis to 
the Keswick message of victory over sin. 
He took for his series, “Four Chapters 
of Christian Experience.” His first mes- 
sage was given yesterday when I could 
not be present, and was “A Chapter of 
Foundation” (Isa. 53). That had brought 
his hearers to the feet of our victorious 
Lord with words of rededication upon 
many lips. Today’s message was “A 
Chapter of Transformation” (Eph. 2). 
He spoke in a most convicting and beau- 
tiful manner, dividing the chapter into 
two major parts, “From the dead, by 
grace, to life’; and “By peace into fel- 
lowship.” 

Mr. Park spoke at the 11.45 a.m. meet- 
ing on the man Jacob: (1) Resolution 
at Bethel; (2) Renunciation at Jabbok; 
(3) Reconsecration at Bethel. 

Mr. Guinness spoke from Ezekiel 36: 
22:32: (1) I will separate; (2) Confess 
to sins we commit; (3) Cleansing us 
from all sin; (4) Making us to be obe- 
dient. 


Then at 3 p.m., Dr. Barnhouse had the 
first of a series of afternoon meetings. 
He based his messages on Ephesians ~ 
the five references to the “heavenlies,” 
or “heavenly places.” 

At 7.45 p.m., Mr. H. W. Cragg, who 
is a very excellent Victorious Life 
speaker, handled Judges 6:25, 26 very 
well. His theme, “Throw down the 
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altar — then build the altar,” was illumi- 
nated by Romans 6:22—“made free 
from sin”’—throw down the altar— 
something to be broken; “become serv- 
ants to God”—build the altar—some- 
thing to be bound; “fruit unto holi- 
ness” — something to become. 

I told Mr. Cragg if he ever comes to 
the United States to let me know in 
advance, and there would be a place for 
him on our Keswick platform which, I 
am led to state here, is not excelled or 
equalled in the presentation of this 
teaching of God’s provision for our every 
need. 


July 17 


Still raining. There are beautiful 
mountains all around us, I am told, but 
I cannot see them for the clouds and 
the mist. Mr. Guy King warms my heart 
and takes all the chill away in his third 
address, ‘“‘A Chapter of Demonstration.” 

The Rev. A. T. Houghton expounded 
Psalm 119:9, and Mr. Fred Mitchell 
brought out into the open the various 
worldly and carnal practices in which 
so many Christians engage. His main 
theme was, “Ye are the salt.” Many 
were stirred and blessed. 

Mr. Guy King preached in the evening 
from Exodus 3:8, “I am come down to 
deliver.” Each night there are young 
people’s meetings for those under 30, 
and an open air meeting in town at 9, 
led by the Rev. W. H. Rowden. 


July 18 


Once again I must say the weather is 
awful. Dr. Barnhouse and I have had 
a car put at our disposal, otherwise we 
would be soaked continually, as many 
people are. At the 10 o’clock meeting 
Mr. Guy King continued to stir his 
hearers by his last message of the series, 
“A Chapter of Realization” (Rom. 8): 
(1) “I’—failure; (2) “The Spirit”— 
success. Then Mr. Cragg spoke on 
Luke 11:13, “The fullness of the Holy 
Spirit’ — are you content to have the 
Holy Spirit, or would you have the Holy 
Spirit havé you? This was followed by 
Dr. Scroggie on Hebrews 11:4-7, Abel 
—salvation; Enoch—fellowship; Noah 
— testimony. 


July 19 


There are prayer meetings each morn- 
ing at 7 am.—one general, the other 
missionary. At least five hundred mis- 
sionaries are here. At 10 a.m. there is 
a great missionary meeting where rep- 
resentatives from various fields speak 
for eight minutes each. Each one is intro- 
duced merely by name and country — no 
specific work is mentioned. Heart-warm- 
ing and challenging remarks were made, 
and afterward, when Mr. Aldis asked 
for those who wished to indicate their 
full service to God wherever and when- 
ever He led, about three hundred stood 
up. The 3 p.m. meeting found Donald 
at his best. He lashed out at the evil 
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forces existing in the lower heavéniies, 
and, using the tabernacle of Israel as 
a type, spoke of the access which made 
possible the defeat of these powers of 
darkness. 

At 5.30 p.m. we met in a crowded small 
tent to tell of the African sojourn, par- 
ticularly the Ethiopian episode. It was a 
great meeting with much blessing. At 
8.30 p.m., a great Communion service, 
presided over by Mr. King and in which 
all speakers and leaders and visiting min- 
isters and elders, including myself, acted 
as stewards. It was very well organ- 
ized by Mr. Foster and a very blessed 
and solemn occasion. 


July 20 to 22 were consumed by a 
trip to Paisley, Scotland, where Mr. 
Jaeger visited the family of a for- 
mer housekeeper; and to Edinburgh, 
where he visited the Rev. W. C. Mac- 
Donald of Palmerston Place Church, 
of the Church of Scotland. During 
this visit he saw Gray Friars Church, 
St. Giles, the War Memorial, Fettes 
College, George Heriot’s' Hospital, 
Edinburgh University, and many 
other points of interest. The account 
continues early the next day. , 


July 23 
I arrived at the station in Edinburgh 


“at 9.10, and was glad I did, because 


there already was a line of at least three 
hundred people waiting. Most of these 
were third class passengers, so it did 
not turn out as badly as I thought it 
might at first sight. My porter did yeo- 
man work for me by getting me a single 
seat facing forward in a hon-smoking 
car, with a table, which enables me to 
follow conveniently a map of the British 
Isles. 


(Continued on page 773) 








’ Archaeological Side Lights 
On the lesson for September 8 
By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


Professor of Archaeology, Wheaton College; 
Archaeological Editor of the Sunday School Times 


The Code of Hammurabi and 
False Witness 


AN in his fallen state must be 

warned against bearing false wit- 
ness, and such an injunction is includea 
in the Ninth Commandment (Exod. 20: 
16). Pagan nations also found it neces- 
sary to provide for penalties to be im- 
posed on those who bore false witness. 
Whether these laws outside ‘of the Bible 
may have descended from. earlier oral 
laws given by God, or whether they 
arose out of human experience, we can- 
not say. In any event, in the Code of 
Hammurabi, excavated in A.D. 1901-1902, 
but dating back to nearly 2000 B.C., the 
third law of this body of two hundred 
eighty-two laws: provides that if, in a 
case, a man bears false witness, or gives 
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testimony which he cannot sustain, if 
it be a case involving life (capital case), 
the man shall be put to death. Law 4 
provides that if the man bears witness 
in a case involving grain or money, he 


- shall bear the penalty that would have 


been imposed upon the man against 
whom he testifies. The details of the 
Biblical provision concerning false wit- 
ness are given in Deuteronomy (19:18, 
19), which specifies that the one giving 
false witness shall have brought upon 
himself the penalty which he seeks to 
bring upon his brother. 


Burning Lips 

EW archaeological discoveries con- 

stantly supply us with commentary 
material, and in some cases, with a 
clearer understanding of the text of 
Scripture. The Ras Shamra Tablets, 
found in excavations in Syria in 1929, 
and dating back to about 1400 B.C., have 
been helpful in illuminating and ex- 
plaining several Biblical texts,1 includ- 
ing the one under consideration, Prov- 
erbs 26:23.2 In this verse, a person with 
burning (fervent) lips but a wicked 
heart is compared to an earthen vessel 
covered with silver dross. According 
to H. L. Ginsberg, the Hebrew- expres- 
sion means “dross silver” rather than 
“silver dross,” but in either case, neither 
“dross silver” nor “silver dross” ig used 
in real life for plating earthenware, and 
furthermore, neither would form an at- 
tractive exterior on a vessel. In the 
Ras Shamra Tablets, however, a word 
is found which is made up of the let- 
ters found in the Hebrew words, “dross 
silver,” and this Ras Shamra word means 
“glaze.” This is exactly what the con- 
text requires, and gives the logical ren- 
dering to the verse, “An earthen vessel 
overlaid with glaze.”3 


The Cock 

ETER was reminded of his detiial of 

Christ when the cock crew (Matt. 
26:75). One is*struck by the fact that 
cocks and chickens are mentioned sév- 
eral times in the New Testament, but 
never in the Old Testament. Archaelog- 
ical discoveries show that a knowledge 
of the chicken becomes evident in Pal- 
estine about 300 B.C., a time following 
the close of the Old Testament. ‘The 
excavations at Tell Sandahanna revealed 
a number of cocks portrayed on a wall 
from about 200 B.C. (For details, see 
“Archaeological Light on the Lesson for 
April 28, 1946.”) 

WHEATON, ILL. 





1¥For the discovery and significance of these 
tablets, see the writer’s article, “Commen- 
taries from the Clay Tablets—IV,” The Sun- 
day School Times, April 14, 1945. 

2For the discussion herewith presented, see 
the writer’s article, ‘Recent Archaeological 
Developments,” section on “Light on Proverbs 
from Ras Shamra,” in The Sunday School 
Times, November 17, 1945. 

3H. L. Ginsberg, ‘‘Ugaritic Studies and the 
Bible,” Biblical. Archaeologist, May,-. 1945. 
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International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 20:16; 23:1, Psalm 15:1-5, Proverbs 26:18-28, Matthew 5: 33-37; 23;1 
26:69-75, Acts 4:13-21, 23; printed text, Exodus 20:16; Proverbs 26:23-28, Matthew 


Gotden Text.—Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour.—Eph. 4:2 ear Ta » Dah diets 


Kine James Version 


neighbour. 


Prov. 26:23 Burning lips and a wicked heart are like a potsherd 


covered with silver dross. 


24 He that hateth dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up 


deceit within him; 


25 When he speaketh fair, believe him net: for there are 


seven abominations in his heart. 


26 Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be 


shewed before the whole congregation. 


27 Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth 


a stone, it will return upon him. 


28 A lying tongue hateth those that are afflicted by it; and a 


flattering mouth worketh ruin. 


Matt. 26:69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel 





70 But he denied before them all, saying, I know not what thou 


. 20:16 Thou shalt not bear false witness inst sayest. 
sed —- thy 71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid 


saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was 
also with Jesus of* Nazareth. 
72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 


73 And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and> 


bewrayeth thee. 


said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy spech 


74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not 


the man.’ And immediately the cock crew. 


75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto 
him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 
went out, and wept bitterly. 


And he 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


came unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Paster of the Meedy Memorial Church, Chicege 


Approach to the Lesson 


HILE the Ninth Commandment 
W forbade particularly all false- 
hood that would work harm to 
another, it is clear from our Lord’s 
teaching that it was designed to pro- 
hibit dishonesty of every character. Ly- 
ing is a sin, no matter what excuses 
may be offered for it. “All liars,” we 
are told, “shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone” (Rev. 21:8). This in itself should 
be sufficient to show God’s abhorrence 
of this evil habit. Yet lying is almost 
as natural to depraved human nature as 
breathing. No child ever had to be 
taught to lie. All need to be instructed 
as to the importance of telling the truth. 
“The wicked ... go astray as soon as 
they be born, speaking lies” (Psa. 58:3). 
Satan himself “is a liar, and the father 
of it” (John 8:44). By lies he corrupted 
our first parents, and the virus of deceit 
is in the very blood of all the race. “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked” (Jer. 17:9). 


Some have attempted to palliate cer- 
tain kinds of lies on the ground that even 
Scripture recognizes them as at times 
helpful and even necessary. In trying 
to sustain this theory they point to the 
fact that many of the Bible characters 
who are commended of God, as Rahab 
(Josh. 2:3-6), the woman who hid the 
messengers of David (2 Sam. 17:20), and 


others, prevaricated in order to save life. 


But while God commends their devoted- 
ness, He never approves their deceit. 
He is the God of truth (Deut. 32:4), and 
He delights in guilelessness and abso- 
lute honesty. Our Lord calls Himself 
“the truth” (John 14:6). He who would 
have fellowship with Him must walk in 


truth (1 John 1:6, 7). We are told that 
“no lie is of the truth” (1 John 2:21). 
“Lying lips are abomination to the 
Lord” (Prov. 12:22). To be kept from 
thus sinning against Him, His Word 
needs to be hidden in our hearts (Psa. 
119:11), for He desires “truth in the in- 
ward parts” (Psa. 51:6). 


The Historical Setting 


Again we go back to the Law given 
at Sinai nearly 1,500 years before Christ, 
and with this is linked a part of the 
Book of Proverbs, which, we are told 
expressly, was copied out by scribes 
during Hezekiah’s reign (Prov. 25:1). 
From Matthew’s Gospel, of uncertain 
date, we have the account of Peter’s 
denial of his Lord. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 20:16.—“Thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbour.” 
This Ninth Commandment definitely for- 
bids all misrepresentation and evil 
speaking. It applies not only to witness 
in a court of law, but to all that one 
might say to another concerning a third 


party. 


Prov. 26:23.—“Burning lips and a 
wicked heart” go together, for when 
the heart is given up to evil the mouth 
will utter perverse and vile things. Thus 
God’s excellent. gift of speech, which 
lifts man above all other creatures, is 
so perverted that it is like an earthen 
vessel, “covered with silver dross,” 
utterly worthless. 


Verse 24.—“He that hateth dissembleth 

- - and layeth up deceit.” In order to 
cover his malicious feelings, a wicked 
man will utter deceitful flatteries, while 
all the time he is bent on mischief. 


Verse 25.—“There are seven abomina- 
tions in his heart.” Seven is the num- 
ber of completeness. The heart of an 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


untruthful man is completely given up 
to evil. 


Verse 26.—“His wickedness shall be 
shewed before the whole congregation.” 
The deceitful man, who says one thing 
and means another, and, like Talleyrand, 
uses speech to conceal thought, will be 
exposed at last and shown to be what 
he really is, utterly perverse and un- 
trustworthy. 


Verse 27.—“Whoso diggeth a pit shall 
fall therein.” It is an Old Testament 
way of saying, “Whatsoever a man sow- 
eth, that shall he also reap.” Just as 
the evil counselors who sought Daniel’s 
destruction were themselves cast, at last, 
into the den of lions and devoured by 
the hungry beasts, so God in His retrib- 
utive justice sees that wickedness re- 
turns upon tho who would deal wick- 
edly with others. 


Verse 28--“A lying tongue hateth 
those that are afflicted by it.” This is 
a strange psychological fact. It seems to 
be the natural thing to hate those whom 
one is conscious of having wronged; 
whereas a person of good will can love 
those who wrong him. “A flattering 
mouth worketh ruin.” He who, in or- 
der to curry faver, praises and eulogizes 
one whom he detests in his heart, does 
so only to harm the object of his at- 
tentions. 


Matt. 26:69, 70.—‘Peter sat without in 
the palace.” While his Master was be- 
ing accused falsely, and grossly ill 
treated, Peter had not the courage to 
identify himself with Jesus; but when a 
maidservant questioned him, he denied 
that he was one of. Christ’s disciples. 


Verse 71—“When he was gone out 
into the porch, another maid saw him.” 
In his terror lest he be discovered and 
arrested as an adherent of the Lord 
Jesus, Peter left the inner court and 
went out among the servants into the 
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porch of Caiaphas’ house. But here an- 
other servant girl challenged him, ac- 
cusing him of being with Jesus of Naz- 
areth. 


Verse 72.—“‘I do not know the man.” 
Again Peter denied, this time with an 
oath, declaring he did not know Jesus 
at-all. To what depths of perfidy can 
even a child of God descend when out 
of communion with his Lord! How 
good of Christ not to deny any knowl- 
edge of His poor, failing apostle! 


Verse 73—“Thy speech bewrayeth 
thee.” Peter was a north countryman, 
who spoke in a less refined way than 
the Judeans. Even as he swore he did 
not know Jesus Christ, his very lan- 
guage told the crowd he was a Galilean, 
and so another who stood by insisted 
that he was surely one of them, that is, 
of the Galilean group that followed the 
Lord Jesus Christ, his very speech be- 
traying him. 


Verse 74—“Then began he to curse 
and to swear.” Doubtless, in the old 
days before he knew the Lord Jesus, 
Peter had used profane language. Now 
in his fright, lest he be detected, he 
reverted to his old ways and with oaths 
and curses declared, “I know not the 
man.” The crowing of a cock, indicat- 
ing that it was about what we would 
call three o’clock in the morning, re- 
called him to his senses, bringing to 
mind the Lord’s prophetic word’ that 
before cock crowing he would thrice 
deny Him. . 


Verse 75.—“He went out, and wept 
bitterly.” This was the beginning of 
the gracious work of repentance in 
Peter’s soul. Brokenhearted over his own 
perfidy, he went out in the night to 
weep over his terrible sin and failure. 


The Heart of the Lesson “’ 


We are told that “out of the abun- 
dance of the heart the mouth speaketh” 
(Matt. 12:34). Where deceit is cherished 
‘in the heart the lips will speak falsely. 
But where the truth of God is known 
and loved we will delight to speak the 
“words of truth and soberness” (Acts 
26:25) and will learn to hate lying and 
dissembling even as God Himself hates 
them (Prov. 6:16, 17) and to love the 
truth. The Holy Spirit is called “the 
Spirit of truth.” As we yield ourselves 
to His control, our lives will be trans- 
parently honest and our lips will never 
be defiled by falsehood. 


Lesson Outline 
IMPORTANCE OF HONEST SPSECH 

1. All falsehood condemned in the Law 
(Exod. 20:16) 

2. Evil speaking comes from a wicked 
heart (Prov. 26:23) 

3. Hatred produces deceitful language 
(vs. 24, 25) 

4. Exposure of deceit is inevitable (v. 
26) 7 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
9. September 1.—Jesus and Right Use 
of Property. Exodus 20:15; Deu- 
teronomy 25:13; 27:17; Proverbs 
30:7-9; Micah 2:2, 3; Matthew 5: 
40-42; 6:19-34; Luke  6:27-36; 
19:1-8, 45, 46; 2 Corinthians 13:7 


Next Week’s Lesson 
11. September 15.—Jesus and Covetous- 
ness. Exodus 20:17; 1 Kings 21: 
1-16; Job 31:16-25, 28; Proverbs 
11:23-28; Luke 12:13-21; 18:18-23; 
John 6:26, 27; 1 Timothy 6:6-8; 
Hebrews 13:5 








5. He who wrongs others will suffer 
himself (v. 27) 

6. Liars hate their victims (v. 28) 

7. Cowardice, a cause of deceit (Matt. 
26: 69-75) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Peter’s Denial the Result of Self-Con- 
fidence. When the Lord Jesus warned 
Peter that he was to forsake and deny 
Him, the apostle indignantly rejected 
the very idea of any such failure. He 
did not realize his own weakness. In 
the hour of testing he became a cow- 
ard and was afraid to be known as a 
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. One 
sin led to another until he not only de- 
nied his Lord three times, but added 
profanity to his repudiation of any 
knowledge of Christ—so determined 
was he that no one should have cause 
to believe him a disciple of the One 
he had once declared he would confess 
and follow though all others forsook 
Him. When the heart is wrong, the 


‘lips go wrong with it. 


Summaries and Applications 


Someone has well said, “One good 
thing about telling the truth is you do 
not have to try to remember what you 
said before.” ' 

Josh Billings, one of our American 
humorists, who in his way was a real 
Christian philosopher, remarked once: 
“We say, ‘Tell the truth and shame the 
Devil.’ Lots of folks can shame the 
Devil. It’s the other thing that bothers 
them.” 

’ He who refuses to stoop to deceit in 
any form can always know that the 


God of truth can be relied upon to de- 


fend the right. 

A false tongue is the evidence that 
one has not learned to value aright Him 
who is the Truth and who desires hon- 
esty and integrity in those who profess 
His name. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


By Pastor J. C. Macaulay 

Wheaton Bible Church, Wheaton, lil. 
HAT is the exact scope of the Ninth 
Commandment? 


2. Are other, less hurtful, forms of 
lying then permitted? Explain. 
3. Is it right to lie in another person’s 
favor? Explain. 


4. Under what circumstance should one 
report evil? 


5. When is a man’s enemy most danger- * 


ous? 

6. Does slander hurt only the person slan- 
dered? 

7. What is the classic New Testament pas- 
sage on the tongue? 

8. What caused Peter’s denial of his Lord? 

9. Whither should a Christian resort when 
he is in a spiritual slump? 

10. How can we speak and live the truth 
at all times? 


(Answers on page 771) 
* 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leafiets giving a list of the lessons for the 

ar and explaining the conditions upon which 
lustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson,, and should 
not be clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” eference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
fimit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. . 

Expensive Butter—Wherefore putting 
away lying, speak every man truth with 
his neighbour (Eph. 4:25, Golden Text). 
In a certain bank there was a trust de- 
partment in which four young men and 
one older man were employed. It was 
decided by the directors that they would 
promote the older employee and also 
promote one of the younger men to 
have charge of the trust department 
after the older gentleman was removed 
to his new position. After considering 
the merits of each of the men, a cer- 
tain one of the four younger men was 
selected for the new position and to 
receive a substantial increase in salary. 
It was decided to notify him of the pro- 
motion that afternoon at four o’clock. 
At the noon hour the young man went 
to a cafeteria for lunch. One of the 
directors was behind him in the line 
with several other customers in be- 
tween them. The director saw the young 
man select his food including a small 
piece of butter. The butter, he flipped 
on his plate, and threw some food on 
top of it to hide it from the cashier. 
In this way he lied to the cashier about 
what was on his plate. That afternoon 
the directors met to notify the young 
man that they had intended giving him 
the promotion, but that because of what 
had been seen in the cafeteria, they 
must discharge him. They felt that they 
could not have as the head of their 
trust department one who would lie 
and steal. “Honesty is the best policy” 
both in natural things and in spiritual 
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things.—From the Evangelical Christian. 
Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. 


The Telltale Tongue—Burning lips 
and a wicked heart are like a potsherd 
covered with silver dross (Prov. 26:23). 
Justin Martyr once said, “By examining 
the tongue of a patient, physicians find 
out the disease of the body, and philos- 
ophers of the mind.” The directions 
that come with a well-known brand 
of fountain pen say, “When this pen 
runs too freely it is a sign that it is 
nearly empty.” Is there an application 
here for us, when our tongues get to 
running too freely?—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Howard M. 
Green, Newfane, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Modern Dissimulation.—He that hateth 
dissembleth with his lips, and layeth up 
deceit within him (Prov. 26:24). How 
often there is strife between God’s peo- 
ple! Backbitings. You know the sister 
who comes to you and says, “Did you 
hear about Brother So-and-So?” “No.” 
“Well, I don’t know that I ought to tell 
you.” “Oh, yes, do.” “Well, it is really 
awful.” And just then Brother So-and- 
So walks in the door, and the sisters 
say, “Why, how do you do? We were 
just talking of you. Speak of an angel, 
and he’s sure to appear!”—From “Ad- 
dresses on 2nd Corinthians,” by H. A. 
Ironside. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vining, 
Franklin Square, N. Y. 


The Dog Learned Quickly.—Whoso dig- 
geth a pit shall fall therein: and he that 
rolleth a stone, it will return upon him 
(Prov. 26:27). The story is told of an 
old lady who rented a furnished villa 
for the summer, and with the villa a 
large dog was included. In the sitting 
room of the villa there was a very com- 
fortable armchair. The old lady liked 
this chair better than any other in the 
house. She always made for it the first 
thing. But alas! she nearly always 
found the chair occupied by the large 
dog. Being afraid of the dog, she never 
dared bid it harshly to get out of the 
chair, but instead she would go to the 
window and call, “Cats!” The dog 
would rush to the window and bark, 
and the old lady would quietly slip into 
the vacated chair. One day the dog 
entered the room and found the old 
lady in possession of the chair. He 
strolled over to the window and, look- 
ing out, appeared very much excited, 
and set up a tremendous barking. The 
old lady rose and hastened to the win- 
dow to see what was the matter, and 
the dog quitely climbed into the chair, 
which suggests that the deceits we prac- 
tice on others will, sooner or later, be 
repaid against ourselves—From Re- 
ligious Telescope. Sent by+Martin M. 
Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Keep Close—Peter sat without (Matt. 
26: 69). Keep close to His fellowship 


/ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


by refusing to forsake the assembling 
of yourselves together. At all costs, do 
not let the distanées begin to yawn be- 
tween Christ and your life. You do not 
intend to betray Him. But you seem 
to be of such little use and in such un- 
necessary risk near at hand, and the fire 
in the center of the court looks so warm 
and cheerful. Isn’t this near enough? 
Why, I can see Him from here, when I 
look His way! It is the lure of the 
Devil. Satan hath desired to sift thee 
as wheat. Hurry, hurry close to Him. 
Then keep close to Jesus—From “Pen- 
Portraits of the Twelve,” by Bernard 
C. Clausen. Sent by Frank Berg, Beloit, 
Wis. 

What Does Your Speech Reveal?— 
Surely thou. also art one of them; for 
thy speech bewrayeth thee (Matt. 26:73). 

Oh, that my tongue might so possess 

The accent of His tenderness 

That every word I breathed should bless ! 

For those who mourn, a word of cheer; 


A word of hope for those who fear; 
And love to all men, far or near. 


Oh, that it might be said of me, 

“Surely thy speech betrayeth thee 

As friend of Christ of Galilee’! 
—From Thomas Robinson, in Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Roger W. Scott, 
Stewart Valley, Sask. 


Something That Can Undo.—And he 
went out, and wept bitterly (Matt. 26: 
75). The story is told of a man dying 
in a London hospital. A Christian vis- 
itor asked him, “Is there anything that 
I can do for you?” The man said, ‘Wot 
a thing.” The question was repeated 
each day, for several days, and the same 
answer given. Finally, with the end 
near at hand, the sick man said in an- 
swer to the same question, “Sir, you 
ask me if there is anything that you 
can do for me; there isn’t. But tell me 
—tell me—is there anything that can 
undo?” What memories of the sins and 
crimes and failures of the past were in 
that question! The man was searching 
for something to take the load off his 
soul. Thank God there is something 
that can undo; and the Christian gladly 
told him of the precious blood of Christ 
that cleanseth us from all—dall sin— 
From the Gospel Herald. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, Can. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
Courage To Speak the Truth 
(Matt. 26:69-75) 
AST Sunday’s rule about cheating 
has a twin. The two are almost al- 
ways together. (Ask a pupil to draw on 
the blackboard or on paper twin stick 
figures with hands joined. By one fig- 
ure write “cheating,” and call for the 
rule— Exod. 20:15.) Someone cheats in 
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a game. Then when the others get after 
him about it, what does he do? Yes, 
he usually lies about it. (Write “lying” 
by the second figure.) What does the 
Bible say instead of “lie” in the rule 
in Exodus 20:16? “Thou shalt not bear 
false witness” (Memory Verse). Who 
will write it on the figure nine? These 
twins are almost always around, aren’t 
they? Do they ever visit you? 

The Devil often sends these impish 
twins around to catch even the Lord’s 
own disciples. Peter got caught once. 
Did I say once? I should have said 
—£— (pause for pupils to supply “three 
times,” if they know the story). Which 
twin tripped him? (Lying.) Do you 
know why, Peter was caught by this 
sin? The fourth word in Matthew 26: 
69 gives a hint. The Lord Jesus right 
then was inside the palace. But verse 
58 says that “Peter followed him afar 
off unto the high priest’s palace,” and 
Peter was still outside. How different 
the story might have been if Peter had 
stuck close to his Lord! He had been 
warned just a short time before, “Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion” (v. 41). 

One sin leads to another, and as you 
read on to verse 74, another brother of 
lying appears. Yes, swearing. Maybe 
we should have triplets instead of twins 
on the blackboard. (If pupils agree, let 
a third figure be joined to the others 
and the name added. The three Com- 
mandments which they represent may 
be repeated.) 

What do you suppose made Peter lie 
and swear? Was it because he was 
scared? Probably he was afraid the 
wicked men who had bound and taken 
Jesus to trial would take him, too, for 
punishment. So he tried to keep out 


of trouble. And he did keep out of 
trouble, and was safe. But was he 
happy? See what verse 75 tells about 


his feelings. Did the Lord Jesus ever 
forgive him? Yes, He did, and he be- 
came one of His greatest apostles. Later 
Peter was put in prison and took a 
licking, but he didn’t get scared so that 
he lied about belonging to the Lord. 
No, indeed. He was among those who 
came out of the trial “rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to suffer 
shame for his name” (Acts 5:41). 


Because Peter went through this ter- 
rible experience, he knew how you would 
feel when your conscience troubled you 
about a wrong story. He knew how you 
would feel when you were afraid to tell 
the truth. These slips of paper give 
some of Peter’s advice to Christians in 
danger of suffering for telling the truth. 
(Distribute to class to read: 1 Pet. 2:20, 
24; 3:10, 13-15; 4:15, 16.) Can you be 
as brave as Peter? 

Once there was a boy who intended 
to do right. Whenever his guardian 
would talk with him, he would promise 
to behave. But when he got out with 
the other boys, he would get into trou- 
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ble again. One day his guardian said 
to him, “I’m going to show you what 
you’re like. I’m going to stand this 
piece of string on end.” “Aw, you 
can’t do that!” Then the guardian held 
the string up straight with just the 
bottom tip touching the table. “You're 
holding it up!” exclaimed the boy. “So 
I am.” Then the guardian:let go, and 
down fell the string. “When you're 
talking with me, you’re a good boy. 
When you’re out with the others in 
temptation and I can’t hold you up, you 
fall down.” How he, and you, too, need 
the Saviour to hold you up! ° 
Orono, MAINE. 
wy 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


Being Truthful 
(Acts 4:13-21, 23) 


a picture of an eye on your poster 
today. 

The Commandment upon which the 
lesson today is based is the Ninth, “Thou 
shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour.” The lesson we have in- 
cludes more than that. In the chapter 
in Acts, the rulers of the synagogue were 
not bearing false witness against any- 
body, they were trying to keep the peo- 
ple from finding out the facts about a 
great miracle that had been performed, 
the healing of the lame man* at the 
gate Beautiful. They were smart politi- 
cians, and would have been perfectly 
at home in world politics today, where 
everybody’s job seems to be to keep 
the people from finding out true facts. 

This is a very expert kind of dishon- 
esty. It is far more dangerous than just 
telling lies about your neighbor. 

Then there is another kind of dishon- 
esty, telling half truths, not lying, but 
keeping still about part of the truth. We 


all know how widely that is practiced. 


We have a nice high-sounding name for 
it. We call it diplomacy. 

What is false witness? It is making 
people believe what is not so. 

We often hear people say, “Oh, I 
didn’t lie about it. I wouldn’t do that. 
I couldn’t help it if he thought I meant 
. . - That is false witness just as 
surely as if he had lied. 

Sometimes even you children are 
guilty of false witness. A little boy 
came crying to his mother, “Gale hit 
me on the leg with a stone.” Mother 
looked at the bruise on his leg. Un- 
doubtedly he had been hit. But Mother 
said, “What were you doing to Gale?” 
He hung his head. She asked again. 
Then he said, “I was teasing him.” You 
see, he wanted Mother to think he had 
been abused, when really he got what 
he asked for. 

Dishonesty runs from this half-truth 
false witness to the full-fledged lie, 
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which we condemn as an awful lie, one 
in which there is no truth at all. Not 
so very many people lie this way, as 
compared with the ones who have some 
truth in their story. 

Gossip is the commonest kind of false 
witness. There is a game we used to 
play where the first player whispers a 
sentence in the ear of his neighbor, 
who whispers it to his neighbor, until 
it goes around the circle, when the first 
player tells what he said, and the last 
one tells what he heard. It always brings 
a laugh, because there is not one word 
right of the sentence the first player 
gave. But it is rightly named the Gos- 
sip Game. (You might try it in a small 
class to illustrate.) 

Lives have been ruined by gossip. 
Churches have been broken up by gos- 
sip. The Lord’s work has been hindered 
and stopped by gossip—false witness 
against some servant of the Lord. 

When you say anything about another 
person, be very, very sure it is true. 
You might think a little more about it 
and ask yourself, “Is it kind?” If it is 
not, but it is true, then ask yourself 
if you should tell it. Is it necessary to 
tell it? 

All of us know things about others 
that are true, but not very kind things 
to tell about them. If it is necessary, 
we should tell them fearlessly, but not 
in the spirit of tattling or tale-bearing. 

See what deep water we get into, in 
this matter of honesty? No wonder the 
old Scotsman said he was going to tell 
the gtruth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth. It’s still a good plan, 
unless it is about something that is not 
our business, and then we should not 
speak of it. 

And I wonder what kind of witness 
you aré for the Lord. Does your life 
show what Jesus can do for you? If it 
doesn’t, it does not give people a true 
picture of the power of the Lord. Then 
you really are a false witness. 

Let’s ask the Lord to make us as fear- 
less and true in witnessing for Him 
as Peter and John were. God sees our 
hearts and our lives; He knows every 
dishonest thought or action. We cannot 
deceive the all-seeing One. 

FELTON, CALIF. 

we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Wherefore putting away lying, speak 
every man truth with his neighbour” 
(Eph. 4:25).—Lying is so little thought 
of today, in some quarters, that “Liars’ 
Clubs” have actually been formed and 
meetings held at which the members 
deliberately tell lies and the person who 
is voted to be the greatest liar is paid 
special honors. 

The irreverent press sometimes refers 
to political liars as members of the 
“Ananias Club.” 


August 24, 1946 


©. W. Holmes said, “Sin has many 
tools, but a lie is the handle which fits 
them all.” Some persons lie from pride: 
they want to be considered on a par 
with the Joneses. Some, like Peter, lie 
from fear: they tremble at the possible 
consequences of telling the truth. Some 
lie as Ananias and Sapphira did: from 
covetousness (see Acts 5:1-11). Pos- 
sibly most business lies spring from 
this cause. 

It comes to light that the girl in On- 
tario, Calif., who reported that she had 
been kidnaped, was telling a lie to pre- 
vent her parents and boy friend from 
discovering that she was stepping out. 

Police often discover that men tell 
lies about having committed murder in 
distant places, just for the experience 
of being transported to those places at 
public expense. 

The Lord Jesus said, “I am... the 
truth” (John 14:6). Those of us who 
name His name should put away lying 
and speak truth with our, neighbors. 


“Burning lips and a wicked heart are 
like a potsherd covered with silver 
dross” (Prov. 26:23).—Dross is really 
the scum that is taken off the melted 
metal. If it is used, it may appear as 
shiny as silver, but it is nevertheless 
the refuse rather than the valuable part 
of the silver and will not last at all. 

The word for “potsherd” may mean 
an earthen vessel or even just a piece 
of an earthen vessel. At any rate, it 
is a cheap article. Cover it with the 
scum from the silver pot and what have 
you? A valueless article—an imitation 
of the precious one. 

Burning lips, or fervency in speech, 
may appear desirable; but when the fer- 
vency proceeds from a wicked or un- 
cleansed heart, it is a sham like the 
dross-covered potsherd. “Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
eth.” If we are chiefly concerned with 
our own selfish interests and if deceit 
is in our hearts, our speech will not 
have a lasting effect for good. 

Silver in Scripture is spoken of as “the 
redemption money” (Num. 3:49); hence, 
if we are rejoicing in the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus, and have fallen 
in love with Him, not only will our 
lips be fervent, but we will be “fer- 
vent in spirit” (Rom. 12:11), we will 
labor fervently im prayer (Col. 4:12), 
and we will “love one another with a 
pure heart fervently !” (1 Pet. 1:22.) 


“Thy speech bewrayeth thee” (Matt. 
26:73).—We all know there is a differ- 
ence in dialects. I once heard of a per- 
son who was so familiar with the dif- 
ferences in the dialects of Great Britain 
that he boasted that he could discern 
the “shire” from which his countrymen 
came after listening to their speech. We 
had some friends from New Zealand vis- 
iting in England. They heard of his boast 
and thought they would enjoy hearing 
what he had to say about their speech. 
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So they approached him and talked with 
him and asked if he could tell what 
“shire” they were from. He listened and 
listened and said: “I am baffled. I con- 
fess I cannot tell what part of England 
you are from!” When they told him 
they were from New Zealand, he said, 
“No wonder I could not place you !” 

How many persons there are to whom 
the language concerning the Lord and 
Heaven and the Christian’s walk sound 
as if it were from a strange land, and 
they fail to recognize it! As for Peter, 
he was denying the Lord; and yet there 
was something of the Galilean brogue 
in his speech which the people in Jeru- 
salem recognized. 

Would that, instead of denying Him, 
we were openly eonfessing Him and 
His glories before men! When our 
hearts are bound up in the bundle of 
life with Him, and the deepest desire 
of our beings is to please Him, our 
speech will reveal that fact. On the 
other hand, if our chief concern is with 
this world and its pleasures, our speech 
will betray that fact as well. 


“And Peter remembered the word of 
Jesus. ... And he went out, and wept 
bitterly” (Matt. 26:75).—We saw a child 
crying bitterly in an automobile, which 
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was parked at a department store. We 
couldn’t resist approaching the child to 
learn the secret of his bitter tears. His 
mother had gone shopping in the store 
and was remaining longer than the child 
thought necessary. He feared he had 
lost his mother. An explanation re- 
moved the bitterness from the tears. 

We saw a woman weeping bitterly 
over her sins and eager to know the way 
of salvation. A simple presentation of 
the Gospel of Christ changed her tears 
to tears of joy. 

A man weeping bitterly is a rare sight 
— yet it was seen during the recent war. 
Approaching to discover the reason, one 
would be silently shown the telltale tele- 
gram from the War Department an- 
nouncing the killing of his son. If the 
son were a: Christian, the Father of 
mercies and the God of all comfort 
could dry those tears with the assurance 
from the Scriptures that “to die is gain” 
(Phil. 1:21-28). 

But we wonder if Peter’s tears were 
ever completely stopped until the Lord 
in resurrection appeared unto him (Luke 
24:34) and talked it all over (see John 
21). 

How true is the proverb (Prov. 12:25), 
“Heaviness in the heart of man maketh 
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it stoop: but a good word maketh it 
glad”! 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
we 


From the Platform 
By ae Superintendent 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we confess that we 
have been guilty of breaking the Com- 
mandment that we are to study today. 
All of us may not have lied in the sense 
in which men understand it, but we 
have not always been straightforward 
in our speech, and sometimes we have 
acted out lies. We remember the word 
of Thy servant James that if any man 
“offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all,” so we stand condemned once again 
before Thy holy Law. We confess our 
sin, and look to Thee for forgiveness on 
the ground of the shed blood of Christ. 
But, O Lord, we would not go on griev- 
ing Thy Holy Spirit, and so we pray 
Thee by Thy grace to enable us to speak 
the truth, avoiding exaggeration and 
false statements of every kind. When. 
the sudden question is put to us, may we 
not be taken off our guard and trap- 
ped into saying what is not strictly true. 
We know that “thou desirest truth in 
the inward parts.” May our hearts be 
so completely under Thy control that 
only truth will come from our lips. This 
we ask in Christ’s name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever 4h- 
swer a question on the spur of the mo- 
ment, and then realize later that what 
you had said was not entirely truthful? 
If you did—and most of us have done 
that—you know by experience what 
care and watchfulness it requires always 
to tell the truth. A real lie is some- 
thing said or done with intent to de- 
ceive. We should be very slow to ac- 
cuse other Christians of this, for often 
what seems like a lie is due to faulty 
quotation, inexact information, or mis- 
understanding. But how easy it is, 
when confronted with a sudden question, 
to trim the truth just a little! Someone 





Beware of Peter’s word, 
Nor confidently say, 
“I never will deny Thee, Lord,” 
But “grant I never may.” 
—Cowrper. 











says, “Well, surely you don’t disapprove 
of that, do you?” Then comes the temp- 
tation, like a flash, to reply, “Well, I 
don’t know, it may be all right under 
certain circumstances.” But, if because 
we belong to the Lord, we do disapprove, 
the only honest thing to say -is, “Yes, 
I do.” We ought to do this kindly, be 
ready to give our reasons patiently, and 
accept criticism and scorn quietly. We 
may think we would not have denied 
the Lord, as Peter did, but we do not 
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fully know our own hearts. As is so 
often the case, one lie led to another, 
and he got deeper into sin, as he became 
angry and swore. You may remember 
that Luke tells us that “the Lord turned, 
and looked upon Peter. And Peter re- 
membered the word of the Lord, ... 
and... went out, and wept bitterly.” 
May our hearts be as tender as Peter’s 
was, and be melted by one look from 
the Lord through His Word. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, if you think that only+ 

criminals or wunprincipled people 
are apt to lie, or if you think there's 
no likelihood of your ever telling a lie, 
just consider the case of Simon Peter 
in the court of the high priest’s palace 
in the early hours of one Friday morn- 
ing about 1910 years ago. Simon Peter 
was a great and good man. He had for- 
saken his nets and left his home to 
follow the Lord Jesus Christ. He was 
one of the three apostles closest to the 
Lord Jesus. He loved the Lord and the 
Lord loved him, yet he lied in a most 
grievous way. Not only was it a lie, but 
it was an act of extreme disloyalty to 
his Lord. He denied that he even knew 
Jesus of Nazareth. He lied deliberately 
and he emphasized it with swearing 
and cursing. He told this lie three times, 
and more than an hour elapsed between 
the first and the third time. He had 
plenty of time to rectify his statement, 
but instead he repeated it; and it was 
not until the cock crew the second time 
that Peter seemed to realize the awful 
thing he had done. Then Peter “went 
out, and wept bitterly.” 

There is only one way account for 
that astonishing thing which Peter did 
—Satan (the Devil) “for he is :a liar,” 
Jesus Christ said, “and the father of it” 
(John 8:44). And the Lord had warned 
him, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
desired to have you, that he may sift 
you as wheat (Luke 22:31). And did 
he sift him! Why, the Devil had such 
possession of Peter that night that he 
shook him as a terrier would a rat! 

And, fellows, no matter how much of 
a saint you may become, Satan can do 
that same thing to you—if you are not 
constantly on your guard, and staying 
close to the Lord Jesus. Peter on that 
night “followed ... afar off” when his 
Lord was carried away to the palace of 
the high priest for trial. On arrival at 
the palace, far behind the mob who 
were dragging Jesus to the mockery of 
a trial, Peter did not go in. If ever 
his Lord needed a human friend to stand 
by Him while surrounded by His en- 
emies and false accusers it was then. 
Peter could not have changed the course 
of events, but he would have been a 
comfort to his Friend. And more than 
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that, Peter himself would have remained 
loyal, being close up. Some great 
preacher has said that “we must keep 
our friendship with Jesus in constant 
repair.” The only way to do that is 
to stay close up. ° 

Now that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
not with us in the flesh, the way to 
stay close up is to read His Word daily 
(in a very real sense the Word is Jesus 
—see John 1:1) and to talk with Him 
in prayer. Indeed, by the ministry of 
the Holy, Spirit, Christ lives in you 
(that is, “nearer than hands and feet’) 
every moment that you will let Him. 
This is the only way we can avoid fall- 
ing into Satan’s trap as Peter did. 

One can think a lie, tell a lie, act 
a lie, live a lie. They all go together; 
the unchecked liar ultimately practices 
them all.. I do not believe a chronic 
liar is ever happy. “Oh, what a tan- 
gled web we weave when first we prac- 
tice to deceive!” He is most likely to 
be very miserable, though he might not 
admit it. And the end is even worse, 
for God’s Word very clearly and very 
definitely says that the liar cannot enter 
Heaven (see Rev. 21:27), but that “all 
liars shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone” 
(Rev, 21:8). 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


“SPEAK THE TRUTH” 


6¢¥ ET no corrupt communication pro- 

ceed out of your mouth, but that 
which is good to the use of edifying, 
that it may minister grace, to the 
hearers” (Eph. 4:29). This is the key 
verse of our lesson on eliminating cor- 
rupt communication and establishing 
the habit of gracious speech. 

Contrast the speech of Peter on dif- 
ferent occasions. Beside an evening fire 
among enemies his heart was filled with 
fear, and from the disturbance within 
he expressed himself, denying his best 
Friend; deceiving his listeners; lying, 
swearing, and digging a pit into which 
he fell in sorrow and shame a few mo- 
ments later (Matt. 26:69-75). While 
Peter’s heart was unsettled he did not 
want to be recognized as one who had 
been with Jesus, but later a transformed 
Peter, himself on trial, was proud to 
acknowledge his Lord. When his heart 
was “filled with the Holy Ghost” he 
was willing to say, “Neither is there 
salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 
4:12-23). That was the best speech a 
person could make. 

Why do people “bear false witness” 
and say things they should not say? 
Only that which is known to the mind, 
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conscious or subconscious, can come 
forth in speech (Jer. 17:9; Luke 6:45c). 
Faise witness is unkind, unjust, and dan- 
gerous to everyone concerned. 

List for discussion the kinds of speech 


. warned against in Proverbs 26: 18-28: 


Deceit (v. 19; Psa. 38:12). Why would 
one want to deceive? It might be for 
personal profit, advancement in position, 
fear for body or reputation. The objec- 
tive of every lie is to deceive a listener. 

Kidding, “slams” (v. 19; Eph. 5:4). 
The reason kidding so often hurts an- 
other is because there is likely to be 
a grain of truth in it. God does not con- 
demn humor (Prov. 15:13; 17:22), but 
“foolish talking,” and “jesting, which 
are not convenient” or kind He does 
condemn. 


Contention (v. 21; Titus 3:9). Words 
of contention and quarreling have no 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson ~ 
By Wade C. Smith 
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place in the vocabulary of a Christian. 
Quarrels are often based upon false 
foundations, and their very origin is a 
violation of Commandment Nime. 


Talebearing (v. 22; 1 Tim. 5:13). The 
underlying reason for gossip, whether 
it is realized or not, is bitterness, jeal- 
ousy, or lack of understanding and con- 
sideration for another. It shows lack of 
ingenuity, since anyone who can think 
intelligently should be able to think of 
pleasant comments rather than unfair 
criticism of neighbors. 


Hate revealed in speech; sarcasm (v. 
26; Col. 4:6). Sarcasm may not grow 
from deep hatred, but it is seasoned with 
barbs that hurt rather than with “salt” 
that preserves morale and flavors the 
personality. One will rarely speak ill 
of someone who is much respected and 
loved. 


Flattery (v. 28; 2 Tim. 2:16; Prov. 20: 
19). Flattery may not, like sarcasm, be 
intended to hurt another, but as an ex- 
aggeration and partial truth, it tends 
to give the one flattered a wrong im- 
pression of personal worth. On the 
other hand, the habit of “giving of 
thanks,” and praising another sincerely 
is a quality that any girl should culti- 
vate if she would be a charming Chris- 
tian (Eph. 5:4). 

For a program of good speech study 
Psalm 15: 

Be truthful (v. 2; Psa. 51:6). Here 
again we are reminded that gracious 
speech starts in the heart (John 8:32). 

Do not talk behind one’s back (v. 3; 
Psa. 34:13). Lois and Blanche were 
discussing a friend for an office of lead- 
ership among young people. After men- 
tioning points that disqualified the ab- 
sent one, Lois suggested, “Now let’s say 
something nice about her or we shall be 
breaking Commandment Nine.” Do we 
check ourselves to see whether we are 
telling the “whole truth”? 


Condemn only those actually in the 
wrong (vs. 3, 4; Psa. 64:2, 3), and then 
only when necessary. Let us keep our 
conversations centered around those 
things which are pleasing to Christ 
(Prov. 26:27; 25:11; John 17:17). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


_ (The questions are on page 766) 

1. The Ninth Commandment prohibits 
specifically such lying as calumniates and 
falsely accuses another, whether in a court 
of law or in ordinary conversation. 


2. No. The principle of truthfulness is 
here represented by one aspect of it. The 
whole field is covered in the Golden Text. 


3. It is never right to lie. It is as wrong 
to recommend one beyond the truth and 
beyond what his behavior will substanti- 
ate as it is to malign him, although the 
latter is more vicious. 


4. Only if reporting it is necessary for 
the safety of others. Otherwise “love cov- 
ereth a multitude of sins.” 
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5. “When he speaketh fair.” See Proverbs 
26:24, 25. 


6. According to Proverbs 26:27, slander is 
a boomerang. Its moral damage to the 
slanderer is certainly greater than to the 
slandered. 


7. James 3. Read the whole chapter. 


8. Panic, when he was already in a spir- 
itual slump. 


9.To the company of God's people. 
Among the Lord’s enemies he is certain to 
have a landslide, as Peter had. 


10. By having Christ, who is the Truth, 
in control. 
4 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 8 
1. What Are Young Indians Thinking? 
(Rom. 15:1-4; Isa. 9:2) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N ORDER rightly to understand what 

young Indians are thinking, we must 
know something of their background, 
and something of the amazing complex- 
ity of religions and peoples out of which 
they have come. India has enjoyed so- 
called culture, or civilization, for hun- 
dreds of years. And yet out of its 390 
millions of people, it is said that 300 
million can neither read nor write. Of 
these, more than half are women who 
do not know a single letter. Most igno- 
rant of all are the 5 million Sadhus, or 
“holy men,” who are not only illiterate, 
but unclean and immoral as well. 

Many races are represented in In- 
dia’s millions, and 225 different lan- 
guages are spoken, this alone being a 
mighty barrier. to unity and mutual un- 
derstanding. The Rev. T. Norton Ster- 
rett, Independent Board missionary in 
India, tells us in Biblical Missions that 
two principal religions claim some 350 
millions of India’s people — Hinduism, 
with 260 million adherents, and Moham- 
medanism, with 90 million. 

As yet, Christians number less than 
8 millions in India, or about 1 in 50 of 
the people. Of those who are numbered 
as Christians, we must remember that 
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not less than 80 percent are the products 
of so-called “mass movements.” In other 
words, this 80 per cent themselves, or 
their forefathers, came into Christianity 
as members of a village, a family, or a 
caste group, rather than by individual 
conversion alone. Experienced mission- 
aries estimate that less than half of such 
nominal Christians give evidence of the 
new birth. The others are “born Chris- 
tians,” but alas not “born-again Chris- 
tians.” Many of these nominal Chris- 
tians, therefore, need the Gospel just 
as desperately as do the great masses of 
Mohammedan and Hindu peoples. 


It is reasonablé to presume that the 
youth of India may be divided into the 
same proportions as those indicated 
above. It will be seen, therefore, that 
66 per cent of Indian youth,,as Hindus, 
are thinking that they can by gifts of 
money or by penances, or by pilgrim- 
“ages earn sufficient merit to avoid being 
born again into some lower state, and 
perhaps be fortunate enough to be re- 
born in one of the higher brackets of 
society. 


As Hindus they are thinking that 
women have no souls, or, at least, have 
no chance of salvation unless they are 
reborn as men in their next incarnation. 

They are thinking that while the con- 
duct of women mut be strictly con- 
trolled by law, the young man’s conduct 
is a matter of expedience. 

Even the better educated and more in~ 
telligent Hindu young men, like their 
great Hindu leader, Mohandas Gandhi, 
are quite satisfied with Hinduism; do 
not consider idol worship as sinful; are 
quite satisfied with cow protection and 
worship; and believe that the great 
faiths held by the people of India are 
adequate, and that they stand in need 
of no conversion to Christianity. 

From the before-mentioned figures, it 
will be seen that 23 per cent of India’s 
youth are thinking that Jesus Christ is 
but one of many prophets of God, of 
whom Mohammed is the greatest. They 
are quite satisfied that polygamy is one 
of the teachings of their religion, and 
they are convinced that women should 
be kept in ignorance and superstition 
and seclusion; and they are convinced 
that Christianity must be resisted by 
every means, even with the sword, if 
necessary. ; 

Se 


Only 2 per cent of India’s millions bear 
the name of Christian. As we have seen 
before, half of these give no evidence 
of the new birth, and of thinking about 
God’s Word, and the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Christian life, as believers 
should think. Consequently non-Chris- 
tian Indians frequently say, “We like 
the Bible, and have a reverence for 
Christ, but no use at all for Christians.” 
They recognize the value of the ethical 
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teachings in the Christian Bible, and 
they are willing to concede the good 
life of the Lord Jesus, but they do not 
see the outworking of these things in 
the lives of many professing Christians, 
and so will have nothing to do with 
them. A Hindu landowner recently told 
a Christian missionary that he would 
not have any-local Christians in any of 
his houses because they fight so much. 
It was found in one place, where mis- 
sionaries had attempted to start a Bible 
class for children, that some of the 
Christian children would not sit down in 
the same meeting with other profess- 
ing Christians. 
bd 


As sad as it is, it cannot be said that 
all of this lamentable condition among 
the professing Christians in India is due 
to the fact that they came into the 
Church in a mass movement by fam- 
ilies, or villages, or castes. Some of this 
responsibility must be laid at the door 
of denominational missionaries and 
leaders and teachers who have gone to 
India with a gospel that is another gos- 
pel, who do not teach the Bible as the 
inspired Word of God. They say openly 
that the time for considering the Old 
Testament as inspired and as prophesy- 
ing the coming of the Lord Jesus as 
God’s Messiah is past, and they teach 
that the Lord Jesus was not God’s only 
Son, but merely a great leader and 
teacher whose words are to be listened 
to and followed in the same way that 
the great leaders, and teachers of 
heathen India are to be listened to.:They 
teach that Christianity is merely one 
of many ways to God. Is it any wonder 
then that even the thinking of profess- 
ing Christians of India is confused and 
troubled and uncertain? 

Pray for the missionaries who are 
standing true to God’s Word, and pro- 
claiming the Lord Jesus as the only 
Saviour from sin. Pray that many more 
sound missionaries may be sent out. 
See to it that your money goes to sup- 
port such missionaries, and not to those 
who are preaching another gospel. Pray 
for Indian youth that their eyes may 
be opened and their understanding 
quickened to see in the Lord Jesus their 
only hope for salvation and joy and 
liberty, and the only source of power 
to enable them to live the Christian 
principles they admire. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


The Divine Order in Salvation 


(Contiriued from second page) 


just shall live by faith” (Gat 3:11). 
“But to him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the un- 
godly, his faith is counted for righteous- 
ness”. (Rom. 4:5). “Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by 


‘ 
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the washing of regeneration, and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5). 

Grace, faith, works — by, through, and 
unto —this is the Scriptural order. This 
is the Gospel which came to Paul by 
revelation, and we have great need in 
this day to defend it (Phil. 1:17). All 
three — grace, faith, and works — are es- 
sentials, and have merit only as they are 
taught as such; but we must take earnest 
heed to teach them in their proper posi- 
tion and order: “By grace... through 
faith . . . unto good works.” 


Consistency in Church 
Membership 
(Continued from page 762) 


all this Scripture, but just fail to make 
a decision. May I suggest that just how 
the Holy Spirit will operate in our hearts 
and minds is related to that which Scrip- 
ture reveals to us as the nine-fold fruit 
of the Spirit. We must be responsive to 
all His impressions. In Galatians 5:22, 23 
we are told just what the fruit of the 
Spirit is. It is a composite of nine char- 
acteristics and properties, which were 
demonstrated in the Lord Jesus Christ 
in all fullness. For the believer it:means 
that he must have and show forth in his 
church membership and even in his re- 


signation when that is required, an in- 


ward state of the constraining love of 
Christ, the Son of God, “who loved me 
and gave himself for me”; the joy of be- 
lieving all that God’s spirit would have 
us to believe and appropriate of his 
promises; the peace of God abiding in us 
constantly, which “the world cannot take 
away”; then as expressed outwardly to- 
wards others, the long-suffering and pa- 
tience in the face of ridicule, or ostra- 
cism, or criticism; the gentleness of 
Christ and his controlling spirit as op- 
posed to the nagging of the evil spirit; 
the goodness, which does the right thing 
in the right way at the right time; then 
finally would the Spirit of God demon- 
strate through us towards God the 
Father the faith that accepts as a little 
child all He has revealed (for “of such is 
the kingdom of heaven”); the meekness, 
or teachableness, of one who would ever 
‘sit at Jesus’ feet to learn more and more 
in His Word of “the truth as it is in 
Jesus”; and the temperance, or self-con- 
trol, which demonstrates Christ before 
others because we are under His immedi- 
ate control. 

This to me, is the demonstration of the 
nine-fold fruit of the Spirit. Some are 
long on love for Christ and zegl for this 
cause, and would like to call down fire 
from Heaven upon those who comprom- 
ise, but they are short on the longsuffer- 
ing and gentleness of Christ and His 
Holy Spirit. I would not claim to have 
Him in fullness at all times, but I was in 
some measure very conscious of His lead- 
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Lesson for September 8 


ing over a year ago as I made decisions 
concerning my membership in the Reli- 
gious Society of Friends in Philadelphia, 
Orthodox Branch, It was no longer true 
to the New Testament faith, nor the faith 
of George Fox or William Penn. After 
months of prayerful waiting, I felt the 
time suddenly came (in the spring of 
1945) when I should resign to be con- 
sistent, and I could resign in the proper 
spirit with the fruit of the Spirit evident 
in the testimony. What the protest 
against their Modernism may have ac- 
complished is not so impertant, and may 
not be observed down here. We will 
leave results with God; but that it was 
right and under His requiring, and that 
it was the true and consistent thing to 
do was all very evident. 

In recent years practically all written 
testimony of these Friends concerning 
faith has emphasized consistent living, 
but has completely ignored the atone- 
ment of the Son of God for our redemp- 
tion, and the necessity of our trusting 
in Christ for eternal life. They have con- 
stantly compromised with the Unitarian 
Branch of Friends in order to unite with 
them. My heart-break over this situation 
is not because I feel so alone in these 
convictions, but because those who deny 
the words of Scripture are in danger of 
“outer darkness.” My vote and member- 
ship and contributions no longer support 
a church or society of a “Federal Coun- 
cil” that compromises on the great fun- 
damentals: of Christian faith as to the 
Son of God and His supernatural life 
and work for us sinners. 

The result of my resigning has been 
inward peace and joy. I know many 
others also who will testify that restless 
uncertainty about the will of God has 
been removed when the step of resigna- 
tion was taken irrespective as to where 
one should go. In my case that leading 
came later! In the fall of ’45 I joined the 
Bible Protestant Church in my home 
town in New Jersey. This group was one 
of the first to expose the Federal Council 
and help organize the American Council. 

Finally, it would be fair to observe 
that one doesn’t resign a long-time mem- 
bership in a church just to make a 
change in one’s fellowship or opportun- 
ities of service. It must be for something 
of principle more vital, because it has 
to do with one’s confession of the Son 
ef God and His Gospel and obedience to 
His Word. It may take time to come to 
this decision, and we would try to be 
patient and pray for some who delay. 
Some who stay in with compromise of 
membership can produce many excuses 
and unscriptural reasons! But I wonder 
what their defense will be at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, when it is revealed 
that their membership and indirect fel- 
lowship was with those who denied the 
Lord that bought them. 

Moorestown, N. J. 
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Blessings at English Keswick 
(Continued from page 764) 


The Fosters have invited me with a 
great degree of insistence to come to 
their London home, so I make my way 
there. After a little visit, reviewing 
with them my doings in Scotland and 
some of the Keswick impressions, I made 
my way to a warm bath and a cool bed, 
where I had little difficulty in sound 
sleep throughout the night. 


July 24 


Mr. Foster and I went down to the 
Children’s Special Service Mission of- 
fice, and Donald arrived right after we 
got in. I left him at Cooks, checking 
into the trunk containing some heavier 
clothes and which we have not as yet 
seen, and I went on to visit the Presby- 
terian Book Rooms. Then I started out 
from there for a walk to the Scripture 
Gift Mission to see Mr. Baker, just for 
a visit. I found that he was out in 
conference, but I had a very pleasant 
forty minutes with Mr. Smith. Walk- 
ing from there for a couple hours, I 
went through Hyde Park, along Park 
Lane, which is a very fine flat and hotel 
section, down to Buckingham Palace and 
around it, through St. James Park with 
its pretty flowers and attractive lake, 
around Trafalgar Square with its famous 
Nelson Monument. Much of the metal 
surrounding this monument is cast from 
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the metal of captured French cannon 
during the great battle. The Houses of 
Parliament, Westminster Abbey are 
passed, and I went on through some of 
the fine streets such as Oxford, Regent, 
and others, passing Piccadilly, Oxford 
Circles, finally coming to the office of 
Children’s Special Service Mission, and 
then I returned to Mr. Foster’s for the 
night. There little twelve-year-old 
Susan has come home for vacation from 
school, and one of the boys will be home 
later in the week. I think I will move 
to the hotel, although they are most 
insistent upon my staying. 


July 25 


Inasmuch as I have decided to move 
into the Great Eastern Hotel where 
Donald has been, Mr. Horsburgh kindly 
drives me in with my luggage, and I 
meet Donald at the Air Transportation 
Office to say good-by until we meet in 
the U. S. I called again at the Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission and had a nice chat 
with Mr. Baker, who had called back 


to say he hoped I would find it possible ~ 


to come in again. He is a choice servant 
of the Lord’s, and will be coming to 
the States later on in the year, and no 
doubt many of you will be meeting him. 
I met Mr. Horsburgh for lunch, and in 
the afternoon visited St. Paul’s Cathe- 
dral. It has been damaged some, and 
of course is not as beautiful or as im- 
pressive without its fine stained glass 
windows, which were taken out for 
safety during the war. Later I went to 
the Tower of London, and it was a most 
interesting afternoon, I can assure you. 

When I get back:to the hotel I find 
a message from Horsburgh that he and 
his wife will pick me up at the hotel 
for a spin about town, and the observ- 
ance of some things of interest. They 
are certainly trying to do their best to 
show London to me. Off we go in their 
car down Whitehall to No. 10 Downing 
Street, that address of historic note and 
fame. Around Buckingham Palace 
again (I know it well now), Parliament, 
Westminster Abbey, and so on, through 
Hyde Park, where we get out and listen 
for a few minutes to some of the open 
air speeches upon a great assortment of 
questions. We go into Old Bailey of 
many unhappy memories. This has sup- 
planted the gloomy Newgate Prison, 
which was well equipped with whipping 
blocks, leg irons, and so forth. We went 
into the various courts, which are quite 
different from ours, and have, it seems 
to me, a more dignified appearance. 


July 26 Ps 

Mr. Horsburgh had arranged for me 
to meet a Mr. Bryan Greig, a fine young 
Christian solicitor, a member of the 
British Council of the China Inland Mis- 
sion. I met him in his offi¢e at 11.30, 
and he reviewed with me the British 
system of law and justice embracing the 
courts and the various (four to be ex- 
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act) associations of Barristers, all incor- 
porated and having their own eating inns 
and chapels and chambers. We visited 
the very unusual and remarkable system 
of courts, known as the Royal Courts of 
Justice, after which we had lunch to- 
gether and went into an old Church of 
St. Anthony for prayer, before parting 
company. Mr. Greig was in the war and 
served in the Radar Division of the Air 
Forces, and spent much time in organiz- 
ing Christian men into active spiritual 
work in the many encampments ‘and 
headquarters. He is an active Cam- 
bridge Christian alumnus, and is very 
highly esteemed in Christian circles. It 
was a privilege to meet this fine fellow. 

I then went on to the Mint, where I 
had a very private tour of its activities 
and found them turning out coins by 
the ton, and medals, too. All the Gov- 
ernment medals are produced at this 
mint, the only one in the entire King- 
dom. The Librarian who showed me 
some very old manuscripts all handwrit- 
ten by various custodians of the Mint, 
most notable among them being Sir 
Isaac Newton. While he was earning a 
livelihood here at the London Mint he 
was making his great researches that 
have made him famous to mankind. 

Mr. Horsburgh has some other things in 
store for me, and between himself and 
my own wanderings around the city, I 
am sure I will have some vivid mémo- 
ries of London. 
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Dr. Pace’s Cartoons in 
Booklet Form 


HERE are two 32-page booklets con- 

taining reproductions of some of the 
best of Dr. Pace’s cartoons. One con- 
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from the Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago 10. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


September 2 to 8 

Mon.—Psalm 15:1-5. The Reward of Truth. 

PRAYER SuccEsTions: “He that walketh 
uprightly, and’ worketh righteousness, 
and speaketh the truth in his heart.” 
Note what God says about truth in the 
heart. Unless this fountain is pure, 
neither word nor work will be pure. 
Truth in the inward parts is what God 
looks for in His examination of human 
hearts. Those who love truth always 
come to the light. This distinguishes 
them from:false professors. The pure 


in heart see God; and the “lip of truth” 
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shall be established. Pray for Ben Lip- 
pen Boys School, Asheville, N. C. 


Tues.—Psalm 52:1-9. The Reward of Deceit. 

Prayer Succestions: “O thou deceit- 
ful tongue.” The father of lies has a 
lot of lying children. As the Word says, 
“They go astray as soon as they be 
born, speaking lies” (Psa. 58:3). David 
exclaimed, “All men are liars” (Psa. 
116:11), but that was said in haste. “A 
false witness shall not be unpunished” 
(Prov. 19:5). A refuge of lies is a dan- 
gerous hiding place when God arises to 
judgment. “Bread of deceit is sweet 
to a man; but afterwards his mouth 
shall be filled with gravel” (Prov. 20: 
17). Pray for Sterling College, Sterling, 
Kans. 


Wed.—Matthew 5:21-26. 
More Than the Letter of the Law. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Ye have heard 
that it was said by them of old time, 
Thou shalt not kill; , -¢ wee 
Our Lord makes it clear that the spirit 
is more important than the action. It 
is the motive that makes a thing said or 
done good or bad. A good motive can- 
not improve a bad aetion, but neither 
can a good action be good without a 
good motive. 
strength to righteous deeds. The heart 
must be right as well as what is said 
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and done. Pray for the National Bible 
Institute, 340 W. 55th St., New York 19. 


Thurs.—Acts 5:1-11. Ananias Fails the Test. 
Prayer Succestions: “Why hast thou 
conceived this thing in thine heart?” 
In the heart of Ananias the love of 
money which is the “root of all evil” 


.led him to givé place to the Devil. The 


money test found his heart open to 
Satan and sin. Satan watches for our 
halting. He suits both bait and hook 
to our individual case. Certainly all 
have need to pray, “Deliver us from 
the evil one.” Unless we “resist the 
devil” he will not depart from us. Pray 
for John Brown University, Siloam 
Springs, Ark. 


Fri.—Matthew 26:69-75. 
Peter Fails and Redeems Himself. 

PRAYER SvuccEsTIONs: “Peter remem- 
bered the words of Jesus... and he 
went out and wept bitterly.” Peter’s 
failure was a failure in his inner life 
before it was apparent in his conduct. 
Backsliding begins in the heart. Peter’s 
decline was gradual, but his fall came 
suddenly. The Lord’s grace enabled 
him to recover himself out of the snare 
of the Devil. The Lord’s power through 
Peter’s repentance enabled him to rise 
higher spiritually than he ever was be- 
fore. The Lord restoreth the soul of 
His servants. Pray for Taylor Univer- 
sity, Upland, Ind. 
Sat.—John 18:33-38. Jesus Speaks the Truth. 

PRAYER Succestions: “Art thou a king 
then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that 
I am a king. To this end was I born, 
and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the 
truth.” The Lord Jesus Christ lived the 
truth and spoke the truth. And to us 
He is the “way, the truth, and the life.” 
The only way people can know that we 
know Him is when they see us living by 
and walking in the truth. When they 
notice that we wear the girdle of truth 
and have the “lip of truth” they will 
think of us as real Christians. If we 
say we know Him we ought so to walk 
even as He walked. Pray for the Moody 
Bible Imstitutc, 153 Institute Pl.; Chi- 
cago 10. 


Sun.—Ephesians 4:25-32. 
“Speak Every Man Truth With His Neighbotr.” 
PraAYER SuccEsTIons: “Wherefore put- 
ting away lying, speak every man truth 
with his neighbour.” Our neighbors 
read the character of our hearts in our 
words and deeds. By such fruit we tell 
others what we are within. As the 
spread of Christ’s Gospel is aided by 
what we do and say, and these have 
their own proper influence for good or 
ill, let us be true and speak truth. Trust- 
worthy people give a true witness; but 
if our lips and lives do not express the 
Christian life that we profess, our wit- 
ness is false. Truth in the heart insures 
truth in the mouth. Pray for Wheaton 
College, Wheaton, IIl. 
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Make Handfuls 
of MONEY 


You will make more money showing the 
“Sunshine Line” Christ Christ- 
mas folders. They have long been the 
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WANTED: Begin end of August. Scheel opens 


Sept. 10. References. Write Jon G. Williams, 
Principal, Ben Lippen Boys I, Asheville, N. Cc 








Calling Young Women and Young 
Men Willing to Serve 


in ministering to the mentally ill. Tia get 
is urgent. Learn while you earn. 
Director of Nurses 


CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM Wyckoff, M. 3. 














TYPES AND MYSTERIES IN 
GOSPEL OF JOHN 


By LeBaron W. Kinney 
Dr. Carl Armerding said, “Just finished re: and I 
feel as though some one had just conducted me erst 


a well-known garden, points out fruits 

had never noticed before. ve oy al py 

ed.” “It is a pleasure to SL. this boo — 

tion of the Christian public.” — Moody Monthly. 


Others: “This is a wonde: -” “It is marvelous.” 
“I think it is your best book. 


Price $2.00 postage paid. Order from 
THE BOOK MINISTRY, 18100 Cornwall Read, Clevelaed, Obie 
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Samples 15c; 4 grades SOc; set $2.40 


Throagh the anaes 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 








SHOULD ! GIVE TO MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE? 



























id's money. The come 
Here's part of it... 


A proper question for every careful stew; 
plete answer could not be crowded onto this* ps 


the Institute trains men and women for every field of Christian service . . . the 
pastorate, mission field, gospel music, the radio ministry, children’s and young people’s 
work .. . while Evening School, Correspondence School, Summer School and other train- 
ing sessions prepare many who cannot enter full-time service to give more effective help 
in their own churches. 


Because it offers that training TUITION-FREE, enabling many earnest young Christians to 
prepare for lives of soul-winning who could not do so under any other plan. 


Institute training is completely Bible-centered. Know the Word .. . everything 
stems from that. Correct metheds for every field, ways to reach the lost in today’s chang- 

‘ ing world, what to do and how to do it .. . this is all a vital part of the Institute ‘cur- 
riculum . .. but the foundation is the Word of God. 


Secause every studeni’s training includes actual experience in soul-winning. The entire 
student body is in reality a band of active missionaries, with sin-cursed Chicago as the 
mission field; with missions, hospitals, jails, churches and Sunday schools as training 
ground ... and with the total of more than 10,000 professed conversions an average 
year’s record. 


These student activities, required for graduation, take far more time 
than would be necessary to earn tuition . . . but how important in the 
success of future service ...to say nothing of immediate results. 


Because of the Institute’s many other soul-winning activities in addition to its training 
program ... the radio ministry of WMBI and WDLM; the Moody-conducted Bible con- 
ferences and evangelistic meetings in churches of all denominations all over the country; 
the annual Founder’s Week Conference, with last year’s attendance totaling more than 
80,000; the free distribution of gospel literature . . . to mention only a few. 


Because the Institute is an interdenominational training school and is not connected 
with and supported by any one church or denominational board. Its entire pro- 
gram is made possible by, the gifts of thousands of Christians all over the world. The 
Institute is not a richly endowed institution. Less than 3% of its income is from endow- 
ment . , . the bulk of its support is from individual gifts. © 

That means that every gift is important to the very existence of the Institute 
and the continuance of its soul-winning ministry. — 


We're counting on yours... 5 sap 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE - CHICAGO 10, ILL. 
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